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Abstract

We examine the relation between constructive processes and the concept of
causality. We observe that causality has an inherent dynamic aspect, i.e., that, in
essence, causal information concerns the evolution of a domain over time. Moti-
vated by this observation, we construct a new representation language for causal
knowledge, whose semantics is defined explicitly in terms of constructive pro-
cesses. This is done in a probabilistic context, where the basic steps that make
up the process are allowed to have non-deterministic effects. We then show that a
theory in this language defines a unique probability distribution over the possible
outcomes of such a process. This result offers an appealing explanation for the use-
fulness of causal information and links our explicitly dynamic approach to more
static causal probabilistic modeling languages, such as Bayesian networks. We
also show that this language, which we have constructed to be a natural formaliza-
tion of a certain kind of causal statements, is closely related to logic programming.
This result demonstrates that, under an appropriate formal semantics, a rule of a
normal, a disjunctive or a certain kind of probabilistic logic program can be inter-
preted as a description of a causal event.

1 Introduction

The topic of this paper is the conceptadusalityand its relation to constructive pro-
cesses. To motivate our interest in this, let us consider a causal statement of the follow-
ing form:

Pneumonia causes chest pain. (1)

As a starting point, we present an analysis of the intuitive meaning of this statement.
On the one hand, there is the rather obvious component that patients with pneumonia
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also suffer from chest pain. On the other hand, there are also two more subtle aspects
of this statement.

e In essence, the causal statememtyisamicin nature, i.e., it refers to something
that might happen, to a kind of occurrence, to an activation of some mechanism
in the domain of discourse. In the case of statement (1), we are talking about
a biological process involving viruses, lung tissue, nerves, and impulses. Once
the patient has pneumonia, this mechanism is put into motion and eventually
produces the phenomenon of chest pain. Because such a process might take
some time to complete, this implies that if we were to observe pneunnomia
then the accompanying chest pain might only manifest ita¢dfr. This is in
contrast to, for instance, the statement “pneumonia implies chest pain”, which is
static in nature and refers to a single point in time; i.e., if we observe pneumonia
now, then the implied chest pain is also observed now. In what follows, we
will refer to such mechanisms, to these “things that might happenéyvasts
We remark that this use of the term “event” is different from that in probability
theory, where it typically denotes a possible outcome of an experiment (e.g., a
coin landing on heads); in our use of this term, it would rather be the actual
execution of the experiment itself (e.g., tossing the coin) that is called an event.

e Saying that pneumonia causes chest pain also implies that chest pain is a prop-
erty thatneedgo be caused, i.e., the statement suggest that there existsasome
priori state of affairs and that, in this state, chest pain is absent. It is only if the
original state is affected in some way—for instance, if the mechanism by which
pneumonia causes chest pain is activated—that the initial state of this property
might change and the patient might suffer chest pain.

These observations suggest that if we have an exhaustive enumeration of all causal
statements that are relevant with respect to some particular (aspect of a) domain of
discourse, we could predict the final states in which this domain might end up by
considering which possible sequences of events might occur. For instance, let us look
at the following set of causal statements:

Pneumonia causes chest pain. (2)
Chest pain causes insomnia. 3)
Insomnia causes headache. (4)

Initially, the properties that might be caused (chest pain, insomnia, and headache) are

all in their original state of being absent. If the patient now has pneumonia, then the

event described by (2) will occur and cause chest pain, after which event (3) will also

occur, causing insomnia, which finally also causes (4), thus resulting in a patient with

a headache. On the other hand, for a patient without pneumonia, none of these events

will be caused, so—if the enumeration really is exhaustive—there will be no headache.
Each of the causal statements we have considered so far describes an event whose

effect is known with certainty. In real life, few events have this property. For instance,

it is easy to image that the biological process underlying statement (1) (i.e., the virus

infecting the lung tissue, which causes an nerve impulse to brain, which leads to the



phenomenon of pain) might actually sometimes not result in the patient feeling chest
pain at all. To take into account such non-determinism, we say, for instance:

Pneumonianightcause chest pain.

For another example, the following statement describes the possible effects of a risky
surgical procedure:

The surgery might cause the recovery of the patient, but it also might cause
his death.

In both these cases, it is natural to quantify the uncertainty by assigning a probability
to the possible outcome(s), such as:

Pneumonia causes chest pain with probabilig;

or:

With probability 0.7, the surgery causes the recovery of the patient, but
with probability 0.3, it causes his death.

Statements of this form will be our central topic. For obvious reasons, we will refer
to such a statement agausal probabilistic event descriptipar also, somewhat less
accurately, simply as @ausal probabilistic eventvhich we abbreviate aSP-event

We will then consider a simple knowledge representation language, in which the
causal structure of a domain is represented by an enumeration of all relevant CP-events.
We call such a set of CP-event€®-theoryand refer to the language of all CP-theories
asCP-logic As suggested by the above discussion, we will define the semantics of CP-
logic by means of certain probabilistic processes, which can be constructed by consid-
ering the ways in which the events described by a CP-theory could actually happen.
This generalizes in a rather straightforward way the process we described above in the
context of the deterministic causal statements (2), (3) and (4); only, instead of each
event having just a single effect, which results in a linear progression from an initial
state to a unique final state, we now get events that can have many possible effects,
which leads to a branching of possibilities, generating a tree-like progression from the
initial state to a number of possible final states. We will call the probabilistic processes
that can be generated by a given CP-theorgxiscution models

In general, a CP-theory may have many execution models. Indeed, this is to be
expected, since, clearly, certain relevant information about the dynamic evolution of a
domain is not expressed in our language; in particular, a CP-theory does not incorporate
any temporal information, i.e., it does not speacifjlena particular CP-event might
happen, how long such an event will last, or even the order in which events happen.
However, as we will show later, all execution models of a CP-theory generate precisely
the same probability distribution over their final states. This uniqueness result is an
interesting property, because, typically, we are not really interested in the actual details
of the evolution of a domain anyway, but only care about the probability of arriving
at a certain end result. Our result now shows that causal information in the form of a
CP-theory suffices to know which possible outcome will occur with which probability.



This offers an appealing explanation for why causality is such an important concept:
causal information is in essence a compact and robust way of specifying just enough
properties of the behaviour of a non-deterministic process to uniquely characterize the
probability distribution that it generates.

CP-logic is essentially a causal probabilistic modeling language. It mainly distin-
guishes itself from other such languages by its explicit focus on the dynamic nature
of causality—an aspect which is somewhat ignored in current literature. Indeed, let
us consider, for instance, Pearl’s influential work on causality (Pearl 2000). In this
approach, the causal structure of a domain is described by a causal Bayesian network,
i.e., a directed acyclic graph, in which every node corresponds to some random vari-
able. The intuitive reading of such a network is that the value of every node is causally
determined by the values of its parents in the graph. We can view such a network as
an abstract representation of a class of probabilistic processes, in which, whenever the
values of all parents of a node have been determined, an event occurs that propagates
these values to the node itself. Here, too, we can make the observation that, in general,
such a process is not unique (because for any two nodes with no path between them,
the network does not specify which of the events associated to these nodes will happen
first), but that all these processes do generate the same distribution.

Now, for many domains, all of the relevant events might not fit directly into the rigid
structure that a Bayesian network imposes. This will be the case, for instance, when
more than one event is involved in determining the value of a single random variable,
or when the propagation of values does not always happen in the same direction. In
this sense, CP-logic extends Bayesian networks by allowing a more flexible and fine-
grained representation of causal events, in which such phenomena can be modeled in
a more direct and straightforward way. The uniqueness result described previously
shows that we can do this and still retain the property that every theory generates a
single probability distribution over possible final states of the domain.

The version of CP-logic developed in this paper is still restricted in a number of
ways. Our primary goal here is to investigate how to construct a knowledge represen-
tation language based on our analysis of the kind of causal statements, that we have
been discussing in this introduction. As such, our language will be sufficient for this
purpose, but not much more than that. In particular, we will keep the representation of
the possible effects of events quite rudimentary, assuming, for instance, that differents
event have neither opposite nor additive effects. Also, we will restrict attention to finite
theories only. In this way, we end up with a language that illustrates the points we wish
to make about causality, while still being relatively easy to define. We believe that it
forms a suitable core language, which could, in future work, easily be extended to cope
with a wider range of causal knowledge. In Section 10, this will be discussed further.

In summary, this paper presents the following contributions. We explore the dy-
namic nature of causality and develop a representation language for causal knowledge,
based on the construct of a causal probabilistic event. We prove that the information
contained in a set of CP-events suffices to be able to predict the end result of the evo-
lution of a domain. This study of causality extends and complements Pearl’s work on
this topic in a number of ways: we identify the concept of a CP-event as a unit of
causal information, that is more basic than the parents-child relation underlying causal
Bayesian networks. In this way, we get a more flexible and fine-grained representation



of causal events, which allows more straightforward, compact, and elaboration toler-
ant models of causal knowledge. Moreover, we are able to support and clarify Pearl’s
claims on the stability of causal information and its importance for achieving compact
representations, by showing that causal information captures precisely those aspects of
the behaviour of a probabilistic process that are relevant for its final outcome.

This paper is structured as follows. Section 2 briefly introduces some preliminary
concepts from lattice theory and also logic programming. In Section 3, we formally de-
fine an initial, restricted version of CP-logic. In Section 4, we show how a certain kind
of process can be modeled in this basic language, which suggests a way of defining a
more general version of CP-logic. This will be done in Section 5. Section 6 then dis-
cussed the resulting definitions in more detail. In Section 7, we investigate the precise
relation between CP-logic and Bayesian networks. Proof of the theorems presented in
this paper will be given in Section A. Section 9 discusses some related work.

2 Preliminaries

This section recalls some well-known definitions and results from lattice theory and
logic programming. To a large extent, this material is relevant only for the proofs of
our theorems. It can safely be skipped on a first reading of this paper.

2.1 Some concepts from lattice theory

A binary relation< on a setL is apartial order if it is reflexive, transitive and anti-
symmetric. A partially ordered séf., <) is alattice if every pair(z,y) of elements

of L has a unique least upper bound and greatest lower bound. Such a(laftiCeis
completdf every non-empty subsét C L has a least upper bound and greatest lower
bound. A complete lattice has a least elemerdnd a greatest element An operator

O : L — L is monotonef for everyz < y, O(z) < O(y). An elementz € Lis a
prefixpointof O if 2 > O(x), afixpointif 2 = O(x) and apostfixpointf = < O(x).

If O is a monotone operator on a complete lattice, then for every postfixpoinére
exists a least element in the set of all prefixpointsf O for whichz > y. This least
prefixpoint greater thap of O is also the least fixpoint greater thamf O. Moreover,

it can be constructed by successively applyintp y, i.e., as the limit of the sequence
(y,0(y),0(0(y)),...). In particular, because is a trivial postfixpoint,O has a
least prefixpoint which is equal to its least fixpoint and which can be constructed by
successive application 6f to L.

2.2 Some concepts from logic programming

We assume familiarity with classical logic. Berbrandinterpretation for an alphabet

Y. is an interpretation, which has as its domain the B&t(X) of all ground terms
that can be constructed fromand which interprets each constants by itself and each
function symbolf /n by the function mapping a tuple,, . .., ¢,) to f(¢1,...,t,). We

can identify a Herbrand interpretation with a set of ground atomgamial Herbrand
interpretation is a functiom from the setd B(X) of all ground atoms, also called the



Herbrand baseto the set of truth value§f,u, t}. A (total) Herbrand interpretation
corresponds to a partial Herbrand interpretation that does not inalirdigs range. On
the set of truth values, one defines firecision order.

u<, fandu <, t

and thetruth order.
f<iu<,t.

These orders can be pointwise extended to partial Herbrand interpretations. Each to-
tally ordered sef5 of partial Herbrand interpretations hasg-least upperbound de-
notediub<  (S). The three-valued truth functiop” for sentences and partial Her-

brand interpretations is defined by induction:

o p¥ = v(p), forp € HB(X);

(b N p)” = Ming, (¥7, ¢");

o (Vzo(z))” = Min<,({¢(t)’|t € HU(Z)}).

o (mp)” = (¢*) *wheref ! =t t~! =f u! =u.

>

A crucial monotonicity property of three-valued logic is that,, v impliesy” <,

o

The well-founded semantics of logic programs was originally defined in (Van Gelder,
Ross, and Schlipf 1991). We present the formalization of this semantics in (Denecker
and Vennekens 2007). Formally, a logic progr&rs a set of rules of the form «— ¢,
wherep is a ground atom ang is a first-order sentence. We definavall-founded
inductionof P as a sequence of partial Herbrand interpretat{efi$o<.< g satisfying

the following conditions:

e ¥ = 1, the mapping of all atoms ta;
o v} = lub<, ({vP|B < A}), for each limit ordinal\;
e 21 relates ta,* in one of the following ways:

— vt = 12[p : t] such that for some rule — ¢ € P, o*" =t;

— votl = p[U : f] whereU is anunfounded set.e., a set of ground atoms

such that for eacp € U, v*(p) = u and for each rulp — ¢ € P,
a+1
v =1,

A well-founded induction is a sequence of increasing precision. We call a well-founded
induction(v*).<s terminalif it cannot be extended with a strictly more precise inter-
pretation. Each well-founded induction whose limit is a total interpretation is terminal.
We now define thavell-founded modedf P as the limit of any such terminal well-
founded induction. As the following result shows, this definition coincides with the
standard one.



Theorem 1. (Denecker and Vennekens 2007) Each terminal induction sequerte of
converges to the well-founded modelfyfas it was defined in (Van Gelder, Ross, and
Schlipf 1991).

In certain logic programming variants, such as abductive logic programs (Kakas,
Kowalski, and Toni 1992) and ID-logic (Denecker and Ternovska 2007), a distinction
is made between predicates that definedby the program and predicates that are
left open The set of defined predicates must contain at least those predicates that
appear in the head of a rule of the program. This distinction is similar to that between
endogenous and exogenous predicates, which is common in probabilistic modeling.
It is straightforward to generalize the well-founded semantics to this case. Given an
interpretationO of the open predicates, we definevall-founded induction oP in O
by the same inductive definition as for ordinary well-founded inductions, only we now
have as a base case thvdtshould be the least precise partial Herbrand interpretation
that extend®). It is easy to see that each in such a well-founded induction i@
in fact extendsD and also that it there are no open predicates, this definition simply
coincides with the original one. Theell-founded model aP in O is then the limit of
any terminal well-founded induction @ in O.

3 Alogic of causal probabilistic events

In this section, we formally define the language of CP-logic. We assume that we have
a relational vocabulany. at our disposal, i.e., a collection of predicate symbols and
constants, such that any particular state of our domain of discourse corresponds to a
Herbrand interpretation df, i.e., a set of ground atoms. The restriction to Herbrand
interpretations is made solely to ease notation; it is easy to extend all our definitions and
results to arbitrary domains. We will make the standard distinction between properties
that are endogenous (internal) to the causal process being modeled and properties that
are exogenous (external); the endogenous properties are those which are affected by
the process, while the exogenous properties simply describe the context in which it
is taking place. To this end, we split the predicates of our vocabulary into a set of
endogenous predicates and a set of exogenous ones.

3.1 Syntax

We want to describe the causes and effects of probabilistic events. A cause for an event
will be represented by a first-order sentegge.e., ¢ does not contain free variables.

To represent the effects of an event, we will assume that our vocabulary is constructed

in such a way that an event either does not affect the state of the domain at all, or causes
a single (property corresponding to a) ground atom with an endogenous predicate to

become true. ACP-evenis then a statement of the following form:

(pl:al)\/"'\/(pn:oén)H@v (5)

wherey is a first-order sentence, theare ground atoms with an endogenous predicate
and thex; are non-zero probabilities with® «; < 1. Such an expression is read as:



“Property ¢ causes an event, whose effect is that it makes at most one of
the propertiep; becomes true, and for eaph the probability of it being
caused by this event is;.”

If an event has a deterministic effect, i.e., it always causes somegatoti proba-
bility 1, we also write simplyp «— ¢ instead ofp : 1) « . We allow the precondition
 to be absent, meaning that the CP-event always happens. In this case, the CP-event
is calledunconditionaland we omit the<’-symbol as well.

A CP-theoryis a finite multiset of CP-events. For now, we will restrict attention
to CP-theories in which all sentencgsare positive formulas, i.e., they do not contain
negation. Afterwards, Section 5 will examine how negation can be added to CP-logic.

Example 1. In about 25% of the casesyphiliscauses a neuropsychiatric disorder
calledgeneral paresisand in fact, syphilis is the only cause for paresis. This can be
modeled as follows:

(Paresis : 0.25) «— Syphilis. (6)

where Syphilis is an exogeneous predicate. This example illustrates the difference
between causation and material impliciation. Indeed, because syphilis is the only cause
for paresis, observing that a patient has paresis implies that he must also have syphilis,
i.e., the material implicatiorParesis O Syphilis holds. So, in this example, the
directions of causation and material implication are precisely opposite.

Example 2. Our running example for this section will also be a medical example.
Pneumonia might cause angina with probabilit§. Vice versa, angina might cause
pneumonia with probability).3. A bacterial infection can cause either pneumonia
(with probability0.4) or angina (with probability).1). We consider bacterial infection
as exogeneous.

(Angina : 0.2) <« Pneumonia. @)
(Pneumonia : 0.3) «— Angina. (8)
(Pneumonia : 0.4) V (Angina : 0.1) « Infection. 9)

Example 3. A CP-theory is anultisetof CP-event, which means that it may contain
several instances of the same event. To illustrate this, consider a variant of the above
problem in which the patient comes into contact with two different sources of infection,
each of which might cause him to become infected with a probabilifylofTo model

this, we can add the following multiset of two unconditional events to the theory of
Example 2:

(Infection : 0.1). (10)
(Infection : 0.1). (12)
We now define some notation to refer to different components of a CP-theory. The

headhead(r) of a ruler of form (5) is the set of all pairép;, «;) appearing in the
description of the effects of the event; the bodyrobody(r), is its preconditionp.



By head 4:(r) we denote the set of all ground atoms for which there exists an
a; such that(p;, ;) € head(r). Similarly, by body 4:(r) we will denote the set of
all ground atomg which “appear? in body(r). For the above Example 2, if is
the CP-event (9), thehead(r) = {(Pneumonia,0.4), (Angina,0.1)}, headas =
{Pneumonia, Angina}, body(r) = Infection andbody a:(r) = {Infection}.
We will call a CP-evenfy — ¢ arule if we want to emphasize that we are referring
to a syntactical construct. We also introduce the concephofagroundrule as a way
of concisely representing sets of CP-events with identical structure. Concretely, such a
non-ground rule is of the form:

Vx(Al:al)\/-~~\/(An10¢n)<—<P;

where the atomsi; and the formulap now may contain free variables, taken from
the universally quantified tuple of variables Such a non-ground rule is seen as an
abbreviation for the set of all rule$x/t] that result from replacing the variablesy

a tuplet of ground terms in alphab&t. For instance, if we wanted to consider multiple
people in Example 2, we might include constapf®hn, Mary} in our vocabulany
and write the non-ground rule

Vz (Angina(x) : 0.2) « Pneumonia(x),
to abbreviate the two CP-events
(Angina(John) : 0.2) <« Pneumonia(John).
(Angina(Mary) : 0.2) «— Pneumonia(Mary).

Because CP-theories are finite, the use of such abbreviations only makes sense in the
context of a finite domain, i.e., when the vocabulary does not generate an infinite num-
ber of terms.

In our formal treatment of CP-logic, we will never consider non-ground rules, but
always assume that these have already been expanded into a finite set of regular CP-
events. When using such non-ground rules in examples, we will implicitly assume that
predicate and constants have been appropriately typed, in such a way as to avoid instan-
tiations that are obviously not intended. We will also allow ourselves to use arithmetic
function symbols, such as +/2 and -/2, and assume that the grounding replaces terms
made from these symbols by numerical constants in the appropriate way.

3.2 Semantics

This section defines the formal semantics of CP-logic. A CP-theory expresses cer-
tain knowledge about the dynamic evolution of a domain. To make this more formal,

IMore formally, we uséody ¢ (r) to denoteAdt(body(r)), whereAt is the mapping from sentences to
sets of ground atoms, that is inductively defined by:

e Forp(t) aground atomAt(p(t)) = {p(t)};
e Forp o1, with o eitherVv or A, At(p o v) is defined asAt(p) U At(v));
o For—yp, At(—yp) = At(p);

e For©z p, with © either¥ or 3, At(0z ¢) = U,c,, (z) At(plz/t]), whereHy (¥) denotes the
Herbrand universe for the alphal¥et



we will assume that this evolution corresponds to a simple kind of probabilistic pro-
cess, similar to, e.g., the processes considered in (Halpern and Tuttle 1993). Con-
cretely, a process starts in some initial state and, through a sequence of possibly non-
deterministic events, it probabilistically progresses towards any of a number of possible
final states.

Our basic mathematical object will be that of a tree structure, in which the edges are
labeled with probabilities. Each node in this tree corresponds to a state of the domain,
with the root representing its initial state and the leaves its possible final states. For-
mally, we will assume a functiofi that maps each nodeto a Herbrand interpretation
Z(s), which represents the state of the domain to which this node corresponds.

Definition 1. Let: be a vocabulary. ArobabilisticX-process7 is a pair(T; Z), such
that:

e T'is a tree structure, in which each edge is labeled with a probability, such that
for every non-leaf node, the probabilities of all edges leavingsum up to
preciselyl;

e 7 is a mapping from nodes @f to Herbrand interpretations &f.

If we interpret the probability associated to an edges’) as the probability of
making a transition frons to s’ and assume that all these transitions are probabilis-
tically independent, then we can associate to each nadtie probabilityP(s) of a
random walk in the tree, starting from its root, passing throsigimndeed, for the root
1 of the tree,P(L) = 1 and for each other node P(s) = [[, ou where thew; are
all the probabilities associated to edges on the path fromLthe s. Essentially, the
mappingP contains all the information that is present in the labeling of the edges and
vice versa. To ease notation, we will sometimes take the liberty of identifying a proba-
bilistic ¥-processT’; 7) with the triple(T’; Z; P) and ignoring the labels on the edges
of T

Each probabilisti¢:-process now induces an obvious probability distribution over
the states in which the domain describedbynight end up.

Definition 2. Let X be a vocabulary an@ = (T';Z; P) a probabilisticx-process. By
w7 we denote the probability distribution that assigns to each Herbrand interpretation
I of X the probabilityy () P(s), whereLz(I) is the set of all leaves of T for

whichZ(s) = I.

seLr

Like any probability distribution over interpretations, suchaalso defines a set
of possible worlds, namely that consisting of alfor which 77 (I) > 0. If all the
probabilitiesP(s) are non-zero, then this is simply the set of &A(l) for which ! is a
leaf of 7.

We now want to relate the transitions in such a probabiliStjgrocess to the events
described by a CP-theory.

Definition 3. Let > be a vocabulary,' a CP-theory in this vocabulary affda proba-
bilistic ¥-process. Let € C be a CP-event of the form:

(p15a1)\/"'v(pn:an)<_(p-

10
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Figure 1: A proces§ for Example 2 and its distribution.

We say that- happensn a nodes of 7 if s hasn + 1 childrensy, . .., s,41, such that:
e Foralll <i<n,Z(s;) =Z(s)U{p;} and the probability of edges, s;) is a;;
e Fors,i1,Z(snt1) = Z(s) and the probability of the edds, s,,41) is1—), c.

For simplicity, we will omit edges labeled with a probability of zero; this does not
affect any of the following material.

This definition now allows us to link the transitions in a probabilidtiprocess’
to the events of a CP-theory. Formally, we will consider a mapping§ from each
non-leaf nodes of 7 to an associated CP-event C. Because, in our terminology,
an event is something that happens at most once, the following definition will also
consider, for a node, the set of all events that have not yet happened ire., the set
of all » € C for which there does not exist an ancestoof s such that'(s’) = r. We
will denote this set aR¢ (s).

Definition 4 (Execution model—positive case)Let C' be a positive CP-theory ank
an interpretation of the exogenous predicates. A probabilisticocessl = (T';7) is
anexecution modedf C' in contextX, written7 =x C, iff there exists a mappin§
from the non-leaf nodes &f to C, such that:

e Fortherootl of 7,7Z(L1) = X;

¢ In each non-leaf node an even€(s) € Re(s) happens, such that its precondi-
tion is satisfied irs, i.e.,Z(s) = body(E(s));

o For each leaf of 7, there are no evenise R¢(s) for whichZ(l) = body(r).
If there are no exogenous predicates, we simply vifite- C.

Example 2 has one execution model for every specific contexhe process for
X = {Infected} is depicted in Figure 1. In general, however, execution models are
not unique. Let us illustrate this by another example.

11



Example 4. John and Mary are each holding a rock. John will throw his rock at a
window. With probability0.5, Mary will also throw her rock at this window. With
probability 0.6, John’s rock will hit the window, causing it to break, whereas Mary
throwing her rock will cause the window to break with probabilits.

(Break : 0.8) < Throws(Mary). (12)

(Break : 0.6) «— Throws(John). (13)
(Throws(Mary) : 0.5). (14)
Throws(John). (15)

This example has a number of different execution models. Two of these are de-
picted in Figure 2. We observe that, even though in these two processes events happen
in a different order, they produce precisely the same probability distribution. This is a
general property of positive CP-theories.

Theorem 2 (Unigueness—positive case)l.et C' be a positive CP-theory. [; and
T, are both execution models 6f, thenwr, = 7r,.

Proof. Proof of this theorem can be found in Section A.1. O

As Example 4 illustrates, the causal information expressed by a CP-theory typically
does not suffice to completely characterize a single probabilistic process, i.e., a CP-
theory specifies some aspects of the behaviour of such a process, but not all. The
above theorem now tells us that, as long as we are only interested in the end result
of the process, all aspects that are not specified are actually irrelevant. This result is
important for two reasons.

First, it suggests an appealing explanation for why causality is such a useful and
important concept: causal information tells you just enough about the behaviour of a
process to be able to predict its final outcome in every possible context, while allowing
irrelevant details to be ignored. As such, it offers a compact and robust representation
of the class of probability distributions that can result from such a process.

Second, in our construction of CP-logic, we have focused on the dynamic aspect
of causality, which has motivated us to define the semantics of this language in terms
of probabilistic processes. In this respect, CP-logic differs from the more common
approach of, e.g., Bayesian networks, in which causal information is viewed as a de-
scription of a probability distribution over possible states of a domain. The above
theorem relates these two views, because it allows us to not only view a CP-theory as
describing a class of processes, but also as defining a unique probability distribution.

Definition 5. Let C' be a CP-theory an&” an interpretation for the exogenous pred-
icates of C. By 72, we denote the unique probability distributiar-, for which
7T Ex C. Ifthere are no exogenous predicates, we simply wiite

A CP-theory can be viewed as mapping each interpretation for the exogenous pred-
icates to a probability distribution over interpretations of the endogenous predicates or,
to put it another way, as a conditional distribution over interpretations of the endoge-
nous predicates, given an interpretation for the exogenous predicates.
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Definition 6. Let C be a CP-theory and a probability distribution over interpretations
of all the predicates of'. 7 is amodelof C, denotedr |= C iff for each interpreta-
tion X of the exogenous predicates wittiX) > 0 and each interpretatiosi of the
endogenous predicatesJ | X) = 72 (J).

If a CP-theoryC' has no exogenous predicates, then there is a unidoewhich
7 | C and this is, of course, simply the distributiog.

Having defined this formal semantics for CP-logic, it is natural to ask how the
causal interpretation that we have informally attached to expressions in our language is
reflected in it. We see that every execution model of a CP-theory satisfies the following
four properties, which seem to be fundamental principles of causal reasoning.

e The principle ofuniversal causatiostates that an endogenous property can only
be true if it has been caused by some event, i.e., all changes to the endogenous
state of the domain must happen as the consequence of an event.

e The principle ofsufficient causatiostates that if an event has a cause, then it
must eventually occur.

e The principle ofno deus ex machina evergtates that events do not happen
spontaneously, i.e., an event can only occur if there is a cause for this and, more-
over, events cannot cause themselves. This is a fundamental principle of causal
reasoning, that goes back as far as Aristotle.

e The principle ofindependent causaticstates that every event affects the state of
the world in a probabilistically independent way, i.e., knowing the outcome of
one event does not give any information about the outcome of a different event.
This principle ensures the modularity and robustness of the representation.

We now turn our attention to the question of whether we can extend the above
definitions to the case where negation might appear in a CP-theory. However, this
extension only makes sense in light of a certain modeling methodology for CP-logic,
which we therefore first need to explain.

4 Modeling more complex processes in CP-logic

The exposition of CP-logic in the previous section has been based on rather simple
intuitions: we assumed that we were interested in describing a probability distribution
over the final states of a causal process, and for every endogenous property of this
process, we assumed that it would initially be false and that, if it were ever initiated, it
would remain true until the final state. The examples we have encountered so far have
all fitted quite naturally into this setup. However, it is easy to image that sometimes
we might also be interested in intermediate states of a process, or in a process where
properties that have been caused can afterwards again be terminated. In this section,
we will demonstrate certain modeling methodologies, which allow CP-logic to also be
used in these contexts.
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Example 5. In 10% of the cases, pneumonia causes permanent lung damage, which
persists after the pneumonia itself has disappeared. Let us also assume that the probal-
ity of getting pneumonia i8.3. One attempt to model this is as follows:

(LungDamage : 0.1) « Pneumonia. (16)
(Pneumonia : 0.3). a7

The problem with this theory is that, under the natural interpretation of the predicates,
it violates the assumptions made by CP-logic: in particular, after pneumonia has been
initiated and has caused permanent lung damage, it might go away again. As such, it is
no surprise that, according to the formal semantics of this theory, the probability of a
patient having permanent lung damage and no pneumonia is zero, while in reality, this
situation is perfectly possible.

There is however a simple solution to this problem, at least, if we are prepared to
refine our informal interpretation of the atoRmeumonia. Instead of interpreting this
atom as representing the real-world property that “the patient has pneumonia”, we can
also interpret it as representing the property that “at some point in time, the patient
has had pneumonia”. It is obvious that this n@wa property that, once initiated,
will forever persist. The event (16) now reads as: “if the patient has, at some point, had
pneumonia, then this causes him to have lung damage with probability 0.1.” According
to our formal semantics, it is now only the case that it is impossible for a patient to have
lung damage if he has nat some point in timéad pneumonia, which is of course a
conclusion that should follow from our problem statement.

We remark that, in this example, the correspondence between the states of the for-
mal execution model and the states of the real world is subtly different than it was
before: whereas previously, each of our formal states precisely matched to one state of
the real world, it is now the case that a formal state actually represents both the state of
the world at some particular tim@ndalso certain information about the history of the
world up to that time. Taking this idea further actually allows us to describe processes
in considerable temporal detail, as the following example illustrates.

Example 6. A patient is admitted to hospital with pneumonia and stays there for a
number of days. At each day, the pneumonia might cause him to suffer chest pain
on that particular day with probability.6. With probability 0.8, a patient who has
pneumonia on one day still has pneumonia the next day. In this case, we are not only
interested in the final state of the patient aftedays, but also in the evolution of the
patient during this period.

On the one hand, this example describes a progression through a sequence of days.
On the other hand, for each day, it also describes an event that takes place entirely
during this one particular day. In general, a process of this kind will look something
like Figure 3: the global structure of the process is a succession between different time
points and, at each particular time point, a local process might take place.

The question now is how to model such a succession of states in CP-logic. A first
important observation is that we now need to distinguish between the values of prop-
erties at different time points, i.e., we can no longer represent every relevant property
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Figure 3: A global process as a sequence of local processes.

by a single ground atom, but instead we need a ground atom for every pair of such a
property and a time point. Typically, one would construct an alphabet by adding time
as an argument to predicates, as is done in, e.g., the event calculus or situation calcu-
lus. For instance, to describe Example 6, we could construct an alphabet which has the
following ground atoms:

o Referring to dayi: { Pneumonia(1), Chestpain(1)};
e Referring to day2: { Pneumonia(2), Chestpain(2)};
o ...

e Referring to dayr: { Pneumonia(n), Chestpain(n)};

Of course, it might be equally possible to use some other representation, such as
Pneumonia(SecondDay) or Pneumonia2 instead of Pneumonia(2). With the

above alphabet, we can now model Example 6. We assume a fixedlrangé days,

to ensure finiteness of the grounded theory.

Pneumonia(l). (18)
Vd (Pneumonia(d + 1) : 0.8) < Pneumonia(d). (19)
Vd (Chestpain(d) : 0.6) «— Pneumonia(d). (20)

Here, the CP-events described by (19) are of the kind that propagate from one time
point to a later time point, whereas (20) describes a class of “instantaneous” events,
taking place entirely inside of a single time point. Of course, whether a particular
event is instantaneous depends greatly on which unit of time is being used: one can
image that if we measured time in seconds instead of in days, these events would no
longer be instantaneous.

According to the informal description of Example 6, the intended model is the
process shown in Figure 4. It can easily be seen that this is indeed an execution model
of the above CP-theory. We remark that this theory also has other execution models,
which do not respect the proper ordering of time points, such as, e.g., the process in
which all events that are instantiations of (19) happen before the instantiations of (20).
However, since these “wrong” processes all generate the same probability distribution
as the intended process anyway, this is harmless.

We also observe that, again, the correspondence between the states of the execution
model and the states of the real world is less direct than it was in the examples of
Section 3.2. Indeed, now, a state of an execution model contains a trace of the entire
evolution of the real world until a certain point in time. As such, a leaf of the execution
model now represents a complete history of the world, whereas in the examples of
Section 3.2, it only represented the final state of the process.
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Events:

E1:(Pn(1):1).
E2:(Cp(1):0.6)«—Pn(1).
{} E3:(Pn(2):0.8)«—Pn(1).
1 E4:(Cp(2):0.6)«—Pn(2).
1 E5:(Pn(3):0.8)—Pn(2).

{Pr()) -

/ E2 \
{Pn(1),Cp(1)} {Pn(1)}
13 \ j/g \
0.8 0.8
{Pn(1),Cp(1),Pn(2)} {Pn(1),Cp(1)} {Pn(1),Pn(2)} {Pn(1)}

{Pn(1),Cp(1),Pn(2),Cp(2)} {Pn(1),Cp(1),Pn(2)} {Pn(1),Pn(2),Cp(2)} {Pn(1),Pn(2)}

Figure 4: Initial segment of the intended model of Example 6.

Let us now make the above discussion more formal. We assume that, when con-
structing the alphabéi, we had in mind some functiohfrom the Herbrand base &f
to an intervall0..n] C N, such that, in our desired interpretation of this alphabet, each
atomp refers to the state of some property at time paifyt). We call such a function
atiming and A(p) thetime of atomp. In the typical case of predicates containing an
explicit temporal argument, such a timing would simply map atoms onto this argument;
for instance, in the case of the above example, we had in mind the following tixning

e For each ground ato®neumonia(i), A\(Pneumonia(i)) = ;
e For each ground ato@ihestpain(i), A(Chestpain(i)) = i.

If we now look again at the CP-events we wrote for this example, we observe that,
whenever there is an atom in the head of a CP-ewehat refers to the truth of some
property at time and an atom in the body efthat refers to the truth of some property
attimej, it is the case that> j. This is of course not a coincidence. Indeed, because,
in the real world, causes precede effects, it should be impossible that the cause-effect
propagation described by a CP-event goes backwards in time. We also remark that if
the equality; = j holds, the event is instantaneous (w.r.t. this particular granularity of
time), i.e., it is one of those events that takes place entirely within a single time point.

Definition 7. Let X be a vocabulary. A CP-theory respects a timing iff, for every
r € C,if h € heada:(r) andb € body a; (1), theni(h) > \(b).

Such a timing\ also contains information about when events might happen. To
be more concete, if a CP-evenhappens at time point then we would expectto
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lie somewhere between the maximum of &(b) for which b € body4.(r), and the
minimum of all\(h) for which h € head :(r). For a ruler, we writet(r) to denote
this interval, i.e.,

ix(r) =1 A(D)

= max
bebody(r)

’ hEhIeItBiI}u (r) A(h)]
Now, if we are constructing a CP-theory with a particular timi@ mind, then the
process we are trying to model should be such that every CP-evifwatt actually
happens does so at some time paifit) € ¢, (r). We will call such a mapping from
rule r € C to time pointsx(r) € t5(r) anevent-timingof A. We remark that if an
eventr is instantaneous, then the interva(r) will consists of a single time point and
it is indeed clearly at this time point that the event should then happen.

A timing )\ therefore imposes the following constraint on which processes can be
considered reasonable.

Definition 8. Let Y be an alphabet with timing and letC' be a CP-theory that respects
A. A probabilisticX:-process? follows X if there exists an event-timing of A such
that the events df happen in the order imposed byi.e., if for all successors of a
nodes, x(E(s")) > k(E(s)). If this is the case, we also say tHatfollows .

It can now be shown that for any timingand any CP-theor¢' respecting\, C
will have an execution model that follows

Theorem 3. Let C' be a CP-theory respecting a timing There exists an execution
model7 of C, such that7 follows \.

Proof. Proof of this theorem can be found in Section A.3. O

This result shows that if we construct a CP-the6hwith a particular timing in
mind, thenC will have an execution model in which the events happen in precisely
the order dictated by this timing. Therefore, the modeling methodology that we have
suggested in this section is indeed valid. In the case of Example 6, the process shown
in Figure 4 is an execution model that follows the timikgpecified above.

In the sequel, we will refer to CP-theories, for whose alphabet we have some in-
tended timing in mind, aemporal CP-theoriether CP-theories will be calletem-
poral.

5 CP-logic with negation

So far, we have only considered positive formulas as preconditions to events. In this
section, we examine whether it is possible to relax this requirement. We first look at a
small example.

Example 7. Having pneumonia causes a patient to receive treatment with probability
0.95. Untreated pneumonia causes fever with probaklility

(Fever : 0.7) < Pneumonia A =Treatment. (21)
(Treatment : 0.95) « Pneumonia. (22)
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(a) Sequence (22)—(21). (b) Sequence (21)—(22).
Figure 5: Two processes for Example 7.

Figure 5 shows two processes for this example that satisfy all the requirements that
we previously imposed for positive theories. It is obvious, however, that in this case
the final outcome is affected by the order in which events occur. So, simply includ-
ing negation in this naive way would give rise to ambiguities, causing our desirable
uniqueness property (Theorem 2) to be lost.

Giving up the uniqueness property would have grave consequences for the logic and
its practical use. One radical solution to the problem might be to force the user to not
only specify causal probabilistic events, but also information about the order in which
these events can happen. However, such information is difficult to obtain and represent;
moreover, in many cases, it would just be useless overhead—indeed, as we have already
seen, one of the most interesting features of CP-logic without negation is precisely
the fact that we can obtain a complete probability distributigthhout requiring such
information. The solution that we will adopt instead is to restrict the class of processes
associated to a CP-theory in such a way that the uniqueness property is preserved, i.e.,
all processes from this restricted class generate the same distribution over the final
states.

To introduce the additional constraint that will be imposed on execution models, let
us take a closer look at the above example. We observe that, in process 5(b), event (21)
is caused at a moment when its precondition is not yet ifiritd state. In particular,
when (21) happens in the initial state, its precondtidn-eatment holds, but later on,
for instance in the leftmost branch, event (22) cauBesatment, thereby falsifying
this precondition. And so, in the final state of this branch, we seeRhatr holds,
while the precondition of the event that caused it no longer holds.

In the light of this discussion, we can now explain the additional assumption that
CP-logic makes about the causal processes. This assumption, callesiriperal
precedence assumptiors that an event will not occur until its precondition is in
its final state. More precisely, an event cannot ocatil the part of the process that
determines whether its precondition holds is fully finishEdr Example 7, it is clear
that only the process in Figure 5(a) satisfies this assumption, and so, in this case, the
ambiguity has been resolved.

We stress here that temporal precedence is nothing more thassamption in-
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herently, there is nothing wrong with the causal process in Figure 5(b), and we could in
fact easily imagine that, because fever is one of the earliest symptoms of pneumonia,
this process is actually a better model of the real world than that in Figure 5(a). So why
do we choose to eliminate precisely these processes, in order to regain our uniqueness
result?

To explain our motivation for this, we need to go back to the analysis of Section 4.
There, we consideretimedvocabularies, in which ground atoms are intended to rep-
resent properties at some particular point in time. We then proved that each temporal
theory without negation has an execution model that follows its timing, i.e., in which
events happen in the right order. As we remarked, such a theory may also have other
execution models, in which events happen in the wrong order, but this is not a prob-
lem, beacause all execution models of a positive theory generate the same probability
distribution anyway. For theories with negation, however, the situation is more com-
plicated. There, we can have three different kinds of execution models: those which
follow the timing; those with do not follow the timing, but nevertheless generate the
same probability distribution as the ones that do; and those which do not follow the
timing and also generate a different probability distribution. The right way to resolve
the ambiguity for these theories is obviously to reject this last kind of execution model.

As we will prove formally in Section 6.3, temporal precedence will do precisely
this—at least, if the events containing negation are not instantaneous. Intuitively, this
can be explained as follows. For such a non-instantaneous event, the timings of the
atoms in its precondition are stricly earlier than those of its effects. Therefore, in a
process which follows this timing, all events which cause an atom from this precondi-
tion must happen before this event itself happens. This is now precisely what temporal
precedence assumes. The following example is a variant—or rather, a refinement—of
Example 7, which illustrates this.

Example 8. A patient enters the hospital, possibly suffering from pneumonia. At this
time, he will be examined by a physician, who will decide to treat the patient with
probability 0.95 if he actually has pneumonia. If the patient has pneumonia but the
doctor does not treat him, there is a probability0dt that the patient will exhibit a
fever by the next morning. We introduce the following propositions:

e Pneumonia: “the patient has pneumonia when entering the hospital”;
e Treatment: “the patient is treated upon admission”;
e Fever: “the patient has a fever the next morning”.

Under this interpretation of our alphabet, the CP-theory of Example 7 respects the tim-
ing and correctly models the example. Clearly, the intended model of the theory is now
that of Figure 5(a): in this model, events occur in the right temporal order. The pro-
cess of Figure 5(b), on the other hand, goes against the flow of time (“treatment upon
admission” is only causedafter“fever the next morning”), which should be impossible.

So, as this example illustrates, if our CP-theory respects some intended timing such
that the events containing negation are non-instantaneous, the temporal precedence
assumption will resolve the ambiguity in the right way, i.e., by selecting precisely
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those processes that follow the intended timing. We will now formally define temporal

precedence and prove afterwards, in Section 6.3 that this property holds in general.
We start by introducing some mathematical machinery. The basic idea is that an

event should only happen after all events that might still affect the truth of its precondi-

tion have already happened, i.e., this precondition should not merelyrtentlytrue,

but should in fact already be guaranteed to also remain true in all potfrttied states.

This naturally leads to a three-valued logic, where we have truth val(gsaranteed

to remain true)f (guaranteed to remain false), andstill subject to change). Recall

that a three-valued interpretatioris a mapping from the ground atoms of our vocabu-

lary to the set of truth value§, f, u}, which induces for each formulaa truth value

@

Now, if our probabilistic process is in a statethen the atoms of which we are

already sure that they are true are precisely thosg ). To figure out which atoms

are still unknown, we need to look at which events might still happen, i.e., at those rules

r, for which body(r)” # f. Whenever we find such a rule, we know that the atoms

in head(r) might all still be caused and, as such, they must be at least unknown. We

will now look at a derivation sequence, in which we start by assuming that everything

that is currently not is f and then gradually build up the set of unknown atoms by

applying this principle. Formally, we consider a sequefig&y<;<,, of three-valued

interpretations. Initiallyp, assignd to all atoms not irZ(s). For eachi > 0, there

must be a rule: with body(r)": # £, such that, for alp € head(r) with v;(p) = £, it

is the case that; 1 (p) = u, while for all other atomg, v;11(p) = vi(p). A sequence

that satisfies these properties is callduypothetical derivation sequenges. Such a

sequence iterminalif it cannot be extended. A crucial property is now that all such

sequences reach the same limit.

Theorem 4. Every terminal hypothetical derivation sequence reaches the same limit,
i.e., if (;)o<i<n @and(v])o<i<m are such sequences, then = v,

/
Proof. Proof of this theorem is given in Section A.1. O

For a states in a probabilistic process, we will denote this unique limitasand
refer to it as thepotentialin s. Such av, now provides us with an estimate of which
atoms might still be caused, given that we are already in staté/e can now tell
whether the part of the process that determines the truth of a fogprhés already fin-
ished by looking at/s; indeed, we can consider this process to be finisheg'iff~ u.
We now extend the concept of an execution model to arbitrary CP-theories as follows.

Definition 9 (execution model—general case)Let C' be a CP-theory in alphabg},
T a probabilisticc-process, anX an interpretation of the exogenous predicateS of
7T is anexecution modedf C' in contextX iff

e 7 satisfies the conditions of Definition 4 (execution model—positive case);
e For every nods, (body(E(s))"s # u, with v the potential irs.

From now on, we will refer to a probabilistie-process that satisfies the original
conditions of Definition 4, but not necessarily the additional condition imposed above,
as aweak execution model
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In the case of Example 7, this definition indeed gives us the result described above,
i.e., the process in Figure 5(a) is an execution model of the example, while the one
in Figure 5(b) is not. Indeed, if we look at the roat of this tree, withZ(1) =
{Pneumonia}, we see that we can construct the following terminal hypothetical deriva-
tion sequence:

e 1 assigng to T'reatment and Fever;
e 1y assignsi to T'reatment;
e 15 assignsl to Fever, becausé—Treatment A Pneumonia)’* = u;

As such, the only event that can initially happen is the one by which the patient might
receive treatment. Afterwards, in every descendaot L, v,(Treatment) will be
eithert or f. In the branch where it i, the event by which the patient might die of
untreated pneumonia will subsequently happen. Also in the case of Example 9, the
execution model yields the intended causal processes.

The temporal precedence assumption imposes a constraint on the order in which
events can occur and hence, on the order in which atoms can be caused to become true.
In the case of Example 7, this order is fixed and can easily be derived from the syntac-
tical structure of the CP-theory. This is not always the case. As the following example
illustrates, the order of events may depend on the context in which they happen.

Example 9. A software system consists of two servers that provide identical services.
One server acts as master and the other as slave, and these roles are assigned randomly.
Clients can request services. The master makes a selection among these request and
the slave fulfills the request that are not accepted by the master.

(Master(S1) : 0.5) V (Slave(S1) : 0.5). (23)
Master(S2) «— Slave(S1). (24)

Slave(S2) «— Master(S1). (25)

VaVs(Accepts(x, s) : 0.6) — Application(s) A Master(z). (26)

VaVs Accepts(x, s) «— Application(s) A Slave(z)A  (27)

Master(y) A ~Accepts(y, s).

In all causal processes that satisfy the temporal precedence assumption, the master
accepts services before the slave does. However, because who is slave and who is
master depends on the result of event (23), this means that we cannot say upfront which

of the atomsAccepts(S1, s) and Accepts(S2, s) will be caused first. This shows that

the temporal precedence assumption induaemnéext dependent stratificatiam both

events and atoms.

The temporal precedence assumption is correct for many theories—including, as
we will prove later, all those temporal theories in which events containing negation are
not instantaneous—but not for all.

Example 10. We consider a variant of the problem of Example 9 in which the slave
does not have to wait for the decision of the master, but is allowed to accept any request
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provided it has not yet been accepted by the master. Itis then possible that first the slave
and later the master accept the same request, in which case the service is provided two
times.

Unlike Example 9, this specification is @amcompletedescription of a probability
distribution. Indeed, the probability of a request being handled by the slave now also
depends on the probability of the slave reaching a decision before the master does,
which is not specified. If we would try to model this example by the same CP-theory
as Example 9, the temporal precedence assumption would make one particular assump-
tion about the relative speed of the two servers, namely, that the slave is always slower
than the master. If we want to model some other distribution, where the slave is some-
times faster than the master, we have to use a different representation style, which
allows such information to be incorporated. This will be discussed show later in Ex-
ample 14.

What this discussion illustrates is that, ultimately, it is the responsibility of the user
to design his CP-theory in such a way that the intended causal processes satisfy the
temporal precedence assumption.

6 Discussion

We now check whether the way in which the previous section has extended the concept
of an execution model to cope with negation indeed satisfies the goals that we originally
stated.

6.1 The case of positive theories

First of all, we remark that, for positive CP-theories, the new definition (Def. 9) simply
coincides with the original one (Def. 4), i.e., for positive theories, there is no difference
between execution models and weak execution models. Indeed, because, according to
our original definition, it must be the case tl#(is) = £(s) for each non-leaf node

s, this is an immediate consequence of the following theorem, which follows trivially
from the fact that throughout a hypothetical derivation sequence, the truth of amatom
can only increase.

Theorem 5. Let s be a node in a probabilisti&-process. For any positive formula
if Z(s) E o, thenvg(p) = t.

We conclude that, for positive CP-theories, the new definition is simply equivalent
to the old one.

6.2 Uniqueness theorem regained

Second, the uniqueness theorem now indeed extends beyond positive theories.

Theorem 6 (Uniqueness—general case).et C be a CP-theory and( an interpre-
tation of the exogenous predicates®@f If 7 and 7’ are execution models @ in
contextX, i.e.,7 =x C and7’ Ex C, thenny = 77/,
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Proof. Proof of this theorem is given in Section A.1. O

6.3 Correctness of temperal precedence in temporal CP-theories

In the previous section, we introduced the temporal precedence assumption as a way
of solving an ambiguity problem, namely the fact that different weak execution models
of a CP-theory with negation might produce different probability distributions. We
showed that this assumption was satisfied in the temporal CP-theory of Example 8.
We now formally prove that the temporal precedence assumption is satisfied in a broad
class of CP-theories, namely, in all temporal CP-theories in which events containing
negation are non-instantaneous. To be more concrete, we will show that if a weak
execution model follows the timing of the vocabulary, it also satisfies the temporal
precedence assumption.

Ouir first step is to refine our notion of a theory respecting a timing (Definition 7),
to make a distinction between those atoms from sbwdg 4. (r) that appear only in a
positivecontext and those which occur at least once iregativecontext. The set of
all the latter atoms will be denoted a&ly , (), whereas that of all the former ones is
bodyh, (1)2.

Definition 10. A CP-theoryC (with negation)strictly respects a timing\ if, for all
ground atomg andb:

e Ifthereis CP-event with i € heada;(r) andb € body},(r), theni(h) > A(b);
o Ifthere is CP-event with h € head a¢(r) andb € body,,(r), then(h) > A(b);

Notice that we impose a stronger condition on negative conditions than on positive
ones: the times of negative conditions should be strictly less than any caused atom.
This condition entails that CP-events with negation are not instantaneous events.

Theorem 7. Let C be a CP-theory which strictly respects a timihgEvery weak ex-
ecution model of’ that follows\ also satisfies temporal precedence and is, therefore,
an execution model @f'. Moreover, such a process always exists.

Proof. Proof of this theorem is given in Section A.3. O

Intuitively, the theorem states that any causal process thfat is physically pos-
sible (i.e., in which no event is caused by conditions that arise only in the future),
automatically satisfies temporal precedence. Hence, in the context of CP-theories that
strictly respect some intended timing, the temporal precedence assumption applies nat-
urally.

2Formally, we define, for all sentences the setsdtt (¢) and At~ (¢) by simultaneous induction as:
e Forp(t) aground atomAt— (p(t)) = {} andAtt (p(t)) = {p(t)};
e Forypot, with o eitherv or A, Att (p o) = Att(p) U Att(¢) andAt~ (porp) = At~ (p)U
At~ (4);
o For—p, At (=p) = At~ (p) and At~ (—p) = Att(p);
o For©z ¢, with © eitherV or 3, AtT(Oz ¢) = Uie g, (n)AtT (¢lz/t]) and At~ (Oz ¢) =
Userry, () At~ (lz/t]), whereHy; (2) is the Herbrand universe.

We can then defingody , () = At~ (body(r)) andbodyj;t(r) = body a¢(r) \ body 4, (r).
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Time slot 1 Time slot 2

Figure 6: A division into time slots.

Example 11. We consider a time line divided into a number of different time slots,

as illustrated in Figure 6. In the first time slot, a client sends a request to a server. If
the server receives a request, then with probalility he accepts it and sends a reply,

all within the same time slot as that in which he received the request. If the client has
sent a request and has not received a reply at the end of the time slot, he will repeat his
request. A message that is sent has a probabilitySdf reaching the recipient in the
same time slot as it was sent; with probabilityt, it reaches the recipient only in the

next slot; with the remaining probability 6f1, it will be lost.

(Send(Client, Req, Server,1) : 0.7). (28)
Vt (Accept(t) : 0.5) V (Reject(t) : 0.5) «— Recvs(Server, Req,t). (29)
Yt Send(Server, Answer, Client,t) <« Accept(t). (30)
Vt, s, r,m (Recvs(r,m,t) : 0.8)V(Recvs(r,m,t + 1) : 0.1) (31)

— Send(s,m,r,t).
Yt Send(Client, Req, Server,t + 1) « Send(Client, Req, Server,t) (32)

A = Recvs(Client, Answer, t).

In this CP-theory, the events described by (28), (29) and (30) all take place inside of
a single time slot; the events described by (31) might either take place within one time
slot or constitute a propagation to a later time slot, depending on which of the possible
effects actually occurs; finally, the events described by (32) all propagate to a later time
slot. Because these last events are the only ones in which negation occurs, this theory
strictly respects its intended timing and the theorem shows that the semantics gives the
intended result.

In summary, a sensible temporal CP-theory should respect its timing. If it strictly
respect this timing—that is, the timing is fine-grained enough to make events with
negation non-instantaneous—then all of its weak execution models will automatically
satisfy temporal precedence as well. Otherwise, there may be weak execution models
that do not satisfy temporal precedence and, hence, will be ruled out as well.

6.4 Validity of a CP-theory

Not all CP-theories have an execution model. Let us illustrate this by the following
example.

Example 12. A game is being played between two players, callétite and Black.
If W hite does not win, this causé®lack to win and if Black does not win, this causes
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W hite to win.

Win(W hite) — —Win(Black). (33)
Win(Black) — —~Win(W hite). (34)

This theory has two weak execution models: one in which event (33) happens first
and white wins with probabilityt, and one in which (34) happens first and black wins
with probability 1. However, both of these weak execution models are rejected by the
temporal precedence assumption. Indeed, in each of these weak execution models,
it is the case that, for the rodt, (-Win(White))"+ = u = (-Win(Black))"+, so

neither of the two events can happen. So, this is an example of an ambiguity that cannot
be resolved by assuming temporal precedence. In order to make a sensible CP-theory
out of this example, we would have to add additional information about the probability
that one event is selected before the other. As will be illustrated in Example 14, such
information can be modeled in CP-logic, but requires a different representation style in
which temporal arguments are added to the predicates.

Theories which have no execution models are obviously not of interest. This moti-
vates the following definition.

Definition 11. A CP-theoryC' is valid in an interpretationX for its exogenous pred-
icates if it has at least one execution model in conféxtlf C is valid in all contexts
X, we simply say thaf” is valid.

Clearly, it is only if C is a valid CP-theory, that we can associate a probability
distributionr¢ to it. The theories of Example 7 and Example 9 are valid.

The above discussion raises the question how to recognize whether a theory is valid.
We now propose a simple syntactic criterion that guarantees this.

Definition 12. A CP-theoryC' is stratifiedif there exists a function from the set of
its atoms to an interval..n] such thatC strictly respects\.

Here, it is possible that the functionis a timing such as in Section 6.3, but this is
not necessary; e.g., it might be the case Mhassigns different natural numbers to atom
that conceptually, in their intended interpretation, are supposed to refer to the same
time points. The following corollary of Theorem 7 is of relevance both to temporal and
atemporal CP-theories.

Corollary 1. Each stratified theor¢’ has an execution model.

We remark that, in particular, all positive theories are stratified, because, for such a
theory, we can simply assign 0 to all ground atoms. An example of a stratified theory
containing negation is given in Example 11. The theory of Example 9 is not strati-
fied because the atoms:cepts(S1, z) and Accepts(S2, z) cannot be ordered in time,
since the times at which they are made true depends on who is the master. This is an
example of a valid but unstratified CP-theory. We therefore conclude that the existence
of a stratification is a sufficient condition for the existence of an execution model—and
hence of the theory actually defining a probability distribution—but not a necessary
one.
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6.5 The representation of time in CP-logic

In the preceding sections, we have encountered two quite different styles of knowl-
edge representation: temporal theories explicitly include time, while atemporal theo-
ries make abstraction of it.

There may be several reasons for making time explicit. One obvious reason is if we
are actually interested in the intermediate states of the process. Other reasons might be
that the causal processes in a domain are simply too complex to model them without
explicit time. Below, we illustrate two such cases.

In CP-logic, each atom starts out as false and might become true during process;
moreover, if at some point an atom becomes true, it will remain true. In applications
where the obvious relevant properties of the domain of interest do not behave like this,
we cannot simply represent them by atoms in our CP-theory. As already mentioned
in Section 4, this problem can typically be solved by explicitly including time in the
representation. The following example illustrates how this methodology can be used
to handle domains in which there are causes for both a property and its negation.

Example 13. Consider the following variant of Example 2, in which a doctor can now
administer a medicine to suppress chest pain with probability

Pneumoma(l) (35)
Vd (Pneumonia(d 4+ 1) : 0.8) «— Pneumonia(d). (36)
Vd (Chestpain(d ) .6) «— Pneumonia(d) N ~Suppressed(d). (37)
Vd Medicine(d) «— Chestpain(d). (38)

.9) « Medicine(d). (39)

(40)

Vd (Suppressed(d+1) : 0

In this representation, the use of negation allows the predigeressed to act as a
cause for not having chestpain.

We now discuss another type of application that requires time to be made explicit.
As mentioned before, temporal precedence might give unintended results for theories
which are not temporal or whose granularity of time is such that negation occurs in
instantaneous events. In such cases, the obvious solution is to make time explicit and
ensure it is finegrained enough to make all events with negation non-instantaneous
To illustrate, we consider the following refinement of Example 10.

Example 14. We again consider the setting of Example 10, where the slave does not
necessarily wait for the decision of the master, before deciding whether to accept the

3For most real world events, there exists, at least in principle, some time scale that would make them
non-instantaneous. For instance, even an event such as the temperature of a gas increasing when the space in
which it is contained decreases, only manifests itself after the molecules of the gas have travelled a certain
microscopic distance, which does take a—small, but in principle non-zero—amount of time. Truly instanta-
neous events seem to be limited to, on the one hand, quantum mechanics (if the state of one object collapses,
this instantaneously causes the collapse of the state of each entangled object) and, on the other hand, abstract
properties defined by social convention (e.g., signing a purchase deed instantaneously makes one the owner
of a house).
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request himself. This might be the case, for instance, in a system where the two servers
have not been properly synchronized. As we explained, for such a model to be a com-
plete description of a probability distribution, we then also need to include information
about the probability that the slave decides before the master. We will assume that, at
each time point where the master has not decided yet, there is a probabiligytbat

he will decide; for the slave, we assume that this probability§s

(Master(S1) : 0.5) V (Slave(S1) : 0.5) « .

Master(S2) «— Slave(S1).

Slave(S2) — Master(S1).

VaVsVt(Decides(x, s,t) : 0.2) «— Master(z) A Application(s)A
-3’ (' <t A Decides(z, s,t')).

VaVsVt(Accepts(z, s, t) : 0.6) < Master(z) A Decides(z, s,t).

VaVsVt(Decides(x, s,t) : 0.8) « Slave(zx) A Application(s)A
-3¢’ (' <t A Decides(z, s,t')).

VaVsVt Accepts(z, s,t) <« Slave(x) A Decides(x, s, t)A\
—Jy3t' (Master(y) A t' <t A Accepts(y, s,t')).

In this CP-theory, we have introduced the predicBte-ides(x, s,t) as areifica-
tion of the events by which the servers reach their decision (i.e., the events that were
described by (26) and (27) in our original theory from Example 9). The meaning of
this predicate is that servermakes his decision on applicatierat timet. The above
CP-theory models the situation of an eager slave that decides on applications much
faster than the master, which causes many services to be provided twice.

7 The relation to Bayesian networks

In this section, we investigate the relation between CP-logic and Bayesian networks.
Because CP-logic is meant to offer a more fine-grained and flexible representation
of causal events than Bayesian networks, we would expect our analysis to show the
following. First of all, if all the events in some domain happen to fit directly into
the structure imposed by a Bayesian network, then the representation of this domain
should be essentially the same in both formalisms. Second, if this is not the case, then
we would expect CP-logic to offer some representational advantages.

Before we begin, let us briefly recall the definition of a Bayesian network. Such a
network consists of a directed acyclic graph and a number of probability tables. Every
noden in the graph represents a random variable, which has some ddmaim) of
possible values. A networR defines a unique probability distributiern; over the set
of all possible assignments; = vy, ...,n,, = v, of values to all of these random
variables, with alb; € dom(n;). First, thist g must obey a probabilistic independence
assumption expressed by the graph, namely, that everymagiprobabilistically in-
dependent of all of its non-descendants, given its parents. This allows the probability
mp(n1 = v1,...,nm = vy) Of such an assignment of values to all random variables
to be rewritten as a product of conditional probabiliffig¢smz (n; = v; | pa(n;) = v),
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sprinkler
wet_grass

rain

| sprinkler [ 0.2 | | wet [ rain [ -rain |
sprinkler || 0.99 | 0.8
0.4 —sprinkler || 0.9 0

Figure 7: Bayesian network for the sprinkler example.

where eachpa(n;) is the tuple of all parents of; in the graph. The probability tables
associated to the network now specify precisely all of these conditional probabilities
wg(n; = v; | pa(n;) = v). The second condition imposed op is then simply that all
of these conditional probabilities must match the corresponding entries in these tables.
It can be shown that this indeed suffices to uniquely characterize a single distribution.
Most commonly, Bayesian networks are constructed without any explicit references
to time, since this tends to produce the simplest models. However, in some cases such
a representation does not suffice; then, one typically uses a so-dgtiathic Bayesian
network(Ghahramani 1998) which makes time explicit in much the same way as this
is done in CP-logic.

7.1 Bayesian networks in CP-logic

As already explained in the introduction, a Bayesian network can also be seen as a
description of a class of probabilistic processes. We now first make this more precise.
To make it easier to compare to CP-logic later on, we will start by introducing a logical
vocabulary for describing a Bayesian network.

Definition 13. Let B be a Bayesian network. The vocabulaty consists of a predi-
cate symbolP, for each node: of B and a constant’, for each value in the domain
of n.

Now, we want to relate a Bayesian netwabkto a class of¥g-processes. In-
tuitively, we are interested in those processes, where the flow of events follows the
structure of the graph and every event propagates the values of the parents of a node to
this node itself. We illustrate this by the following famous example.

Example 15 (Sprinkler). The grass can be wet because it has rained or because the
sprinkler was on. The probability of the sprinkler causing the grass to be Weg;is

the probability of rain causing the grass to be wel.i5 and if both are the case, the
probability is0.99. Thea priori probability of rain is0.4 and that of the sprinkler
having been on i8.2.

The Bayesian network formalization of this example can be seen in Figure 7. Figure
8 shows a process that corresponds to this network. Here, we have exploited the fact
that all random variables of the Bayesian network are boolean, by representing every
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{}
N

{Rain} {}
0.2 J{o.s 0'2l 0.8
{Sp, Rain}  {Rain} {Sp} {

{Sp, Rain, Wet} {Sp, Rain} {Rain,Wet} {Wet} {Sp,Wet} {Sp} {Wet} {}

Figure 8: Process corresponding to the sprinkler Bayesian network.

random variable by a single atom, i.e., writing for instahicet and—W et instead of
Wet(True) andWet(False). Formally, we define the following class of processes
for a Bayesian network.

Definition 14. Let B be a Bayesian network. A-processis a probabilistict z-
processT for which there exists a mappiny from nodes of7 to nodes ofB3, such
that the following conditions are satisfied. For every brancli pf\ is a one-to-one
mapping between the nodes on this branch and the nodeswafiich is order preserv-
ing, in the sense that, for all s’ on this branch, ifV(s) is an ancestor af/(s’) in B,
thens must be an ancestor efin 7. If A/(s) is a node: with domain{vy, ..., v, } and
parents; ..., p,, in B, then the children of in 7 are nodes;, ..., s, for which:

o I(si) = Z(s) U{Pu(Cu)};

e The edge frons to s; is labeled with the entry in the table far, that gives the
conditional probability ofv = v; givenp; = w1, ..., py, = w.,, Wwhere eachw;
is the unique value from the domainffor which P, (C,,,) € Z(s).

It should be clear that every leafof such aB-process/” describes an assignment
of values to all nodes aB, i.e., every node: is assigned the unique valudor which
P,(cy) € I(s). Moreover, the probability?(s) of such a leaf is precisely the prod-
uct of all the appropriate entries in the various conditional probability distributions.
Therefore, the distributiorr coincides with the distribution defined by the network
B.

We now construct a CP-theo6Pg, such that the execution models@®Pz will be
precisely allB-processes. We first illustrate this process by showing how the Bayesian
network in Figure 7 can be transformed into a CP-theory.

Example 15 (Sprinkler—cont'd). We can derive the following CP-theory from the
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Bayesian network in Figure 7.

(Wet :0.99) < Sprinkler A Rain

(Wet :0.8) «— Sprinkler A —=Rain.

(Wet :0.9) «— =Sprinkler A Rain.

(Wet : 0.0) < —Sprinkler A —=Rain.
(Sprinkler : 0.2).

(Rain : 0.4).

Again, this example exploits the fact that the random variables are all boolean, by
using the more readable representatiomaft and—Wet instead ofiV et(T'rue) and
Wet(False). It should be obvious that the process in Figure 8 is an execution model
of this theory and, therefore, that this theory defines the same probability distribution
as the Bayesian network.

It is now easy to see that the encoding used in the above example generalizes.
Concretely, for every node with parentspy, ..., p,, and domairfv,...,v;}, we
should construct the set of all rules of the form:

(P(Cyy) tar) VooV (Pn(cvk-) Pag) Py, (Cuy ) A "Ppm(cwm)a

where eachw; belongs to the domain gf; and eachy; is the entry forn = v;, given
P11 = Wi, ..,Pm = Wy, iINthe CPT fom. Let us denote the CP-theory thus constructed
by CPg. The following result is then obvious.

Theorem 8. Let B be a Bayesian network. Evefs-processT is an execution model
of the CP-theonCPg, i.e.,7 = CPg. Therefore, the semantics 8f coincides with
the distributionr.

This result shows that CP-logic offers a straightforward way of modeling the kind
of processes described by a Bayesian network. We will now compare these two for-
malisms with respect to processes that do not directly fit into the Bayesian network
structure. In the introduction, we already mentioned two reasons why this might hap-
pen: because multiple events are involved in determining the truth of a single property
or because events propagate values in opposite directions.

7.2 Multiple causes for the same effect

In a process corresponding to a Bayesian network, the value of each random variable
is determined by a single event. CP-logic, on the other hand, allows multiple events
to affect the same property. This leads to better representations for effects that have a
number of independent causes. Let us illustrate this by the following example.

Example 16. We consider a game of Russian roulette that is being played with two
guns, one in the player’s left hand and one in his right, each of which has a bullet in
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| death | left [ —left |

right || 11/36 | 1/6
“right | 1/6 | 0

Figure 9: A Bayesian network for Example .

one of its six chambers.

(Death : 1/6) «— Pull_trigger(Left_gun).
(Death : 1/6) « Pull_trigger(Right_gun).

Figure 9 shows a Bayesian network for this example. The most obvious difference
between these two representations concerns the independence between the two differ-
ent causes for death. In the CP-theory, this independence is expressedtiychee
of the theory, whereas in the Bayesian network, it iienericalproperty of the prob-
abilities in the conditional probability table fdPeath. Because of this, the CP-theory
is more elaboration tolerant, since adding or removing an additional caug&:{oh
simply corresponds to adding or removing a single CP-event. Moreover, its representa-
tion is also more compact, requiring, in general, anlgrobabilities forn independent
causes, instead of tR& entries that are needed in a Bayesian network table. Of course,
these entries are nothing more than the result of applyingisy-of to the multiset
of the probabilities with which each of the causes that are present actually causes the
effect.

In graphical modeling, it is common to consider variants of Bayesian networks,
that use more sophisticated representations of the required conditional probability dis-
tributions than a simple table. Including theisy-oras a structural element in such
a representation achieves the same effect as CP-logic when it comes to representing
independent causes.

Finally, we remark that the representation we have discussed in this section is of
course only possible if the different causes are truly independent. For instance, in
Example 15,Rain and Sprinkler were not independent as causesWioet, so there
we had to stick to a representation that is essentially the same as that of a Bayesian
network table.

7.3 Cyclic causal relations

A second reason why a real life process might not correspond directly to a Bayesian
network is because it may contain events that propagate values in opposite directions.

4Thenoisy-ormaps a multiset of probabilities; to 1 — T, (1 — o).
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[external (angina)

~

[external (pneumonia)
J

[ angina][ e(p) [ —e(p) | pneumoniall e(p) | —e(p)
e(@) 1 1 e(a) 1 0.3
—-e(a) || 0.2 0 —-e(a) 1 0

Figure 10: Bayesian network for th& gina-pneumonia causal loop.

We already saw this in Example 2, where angina could cause pneumonia, but, vice
versa, pneumonia could also cause angina. In CP-logic, such causal loops do not re-
quire any special treatment. For instance, the loop formed by the two CP-events

(Angina : 0.2) < Pneumonia.

(Pneumonia : 0.3) < Angina.

behaves as follows:

o If the patient has neither angina nor pneumonia by an external cause (‘external’
here does not mean exogenous, but simply that this cause is not part of the causal
loop), then he will have neither;

o If the patient has angina by an external cause, then with probabifitite will
also have pneumonia;

¢ If the patient has pneumonia by an external cause, then with probabilitye
will also have angina;

o If the patient has both pneumonia and angina by an external cause, then he will
obviously have both.

In order to get the same behaviour in a Bayesian network, this would have to
be explicitly encoded. For instance, one could introduce new, artificial random vari-
ablesexternal(angina) andexternal (pneumonia) to represent the possibility that
angina andpneumonia result from an external cause and construct the Bayesian net-
work that is shown in Figure 10. In general, to encode a causal loop formed by
properties, one would introdueeadditional nodes, i.e., all of theoriginal properties
would have the same artificial nodes as parents.

8 CP-logic and logic programs

In the preceding sections, we identified the concept of a causal probabilistic event as
a basic unit of causal information and defined a semantics for sets of such events in
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terms of constructive processes. There is an obvious similarity between the syntax
of CP-logic and that of logic programs; moreover, our constructive processes are also
similar to the kind of fixpoint constructions used to define certain semantics for logic
programs. In this section, we will investigate these similarities. To be more concrete,
we will first define a straightforward probabilistic extension of logic programs, called
Logic Programs with Annotated Disjunctignand then prove that this is essentially
equivalent to CP-logic.

The connection between causal reasoning and logic programming has long been
implicitly present; we can refer in this respect to, for instance, formalizations of situa-
tion calculus in logic programming (Pinto and Reiter 1993; Van Belleghem, Denecker,
and De Schreye 1997). Here, we now make this relation explicit, by showing that the
language of CP-logic, that we have constructed directly from causal principles, corre-
sponds to existing logic programming concepts. In this respect, our work is similar to
that of (McCain and Turner 1996), who defined the language of causal theories, which
was then shown to be closely related to logic programming. However, as we will dis-
cuss later, McCain and Turner formalize somewhat different causal intuitions, which
leads to a correspondence to a different logic programming semantics. Our results from
this section will help to clarify the position of CP-logic among related work in the area
of probabilistic logic programming, such as Poole’s Independent Choice Logic (Poole
1997). Moreover, they provide additional insight into the role that causality plays in
such probabilistic logic programming languages, as well as in normal and disjunctive
logic programs.

8.1 Logic Programs with Annotated Disjunctions

In this section, we define the languagé_ofjic Programs with Annotated Disjunctigns

or LPADsfor short. This is a probabilistic extension of logic programming, which is
based on disjunctive logic programs. This is a natural choice, because disjunctions
themselves—and therefore also disjunctive logic programs—already represent a kind
of uncertainty. Indeed, to give just one example, we could use these to model indeter-
minate effects of actions. Consider, for instance, the following disjunctive rule:

Heads V Tails < Toss.

This offers a quite intuitive representation of the fact that tossing a coin will result in
either heads or tails. Of course, this is not all we know. Indeed, a coin also has equal
probability of landing on heads or tails. The idea behind LPADs is now simply to
express this by annotating each of the disjuncts in the head with a probability, i.e., we
write:

(Heads : 0.5) V (Tail : 0.5) <« Toss.

Formally, an LPAD is a set of rules:
(hy:ar) V-V (hyap) < @, (41)
where theh; are ground atoms angd is a sentence. As such, LPADs are syntacti-

cally identical to CP-logic. However, we will define their semantics quite differently.
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For instance, the above example will express that precisely one of the following logic
programming rules holds: eithéfeads < Toss holds, i.e., if the coin is tossed this
will yield heads, or the ruld'ails «— Toss holds, i.e., tossing the coin gives tails.
Each of these two rules has a probability0df of being the actual instantiation of the
disjunctive rule.

More generally, every rule of form (41) represents a probability distribution over
the following set of logic programming rules:

{(hi —¢) |1 <i<n}.

From these distributions, a probability distribution over logic programs is then de-
rived. To formally define this distribution, we introduce the following concept of a
selection We use the notatiohead*(r) to denote the set of paifsad(r) U {(0,1 —

2 (h-a)ehead(r) @)} Wherel represents the possibility that none of thés are caused

by the ruler.

Definition 15 (C-selection). Let C' be an LPAD. AC-selectionis a functiono from

CtoJ, ¢ head*(r), such that for all- € C, o(r) € head*(r). By o"(r) ando®(r)

we denote, respectively, the first and second element of therpair The set of all
C-selections is denoted &:.

The probability P(o) of a selections is now defined ag], .. o“(r). For a set
S C Sc of selections, we define the probabilify(S) as) " ¢ P(0). By C7 we
denote the logic program that consists of all ruégr) < body(r) for whichr € C
ando”(r) # 0. Such aC is called arinstanceof C. We will interpret these instances
by the well-founded model semantics. Recall that, in general, the well-founded model
of a programP, w fm(P), is a pair(1, J) of interpretations, whergcontains all atoms
that are certainly true andl contains all atoms that might possibly be truel ¥ J,
then the well-founded model is called exact. Intuitivelywif m(P) is exact, then the
truth of all atoms can be decided, i.e., everything that is not false can be derived. In the
semantics of LPADs, we wanted to ensure that all uncertainty is expressed by means
of the annotated disjunctions. In other words, given a specific selection, there should
no longer be any uncertainty. We therefore impose the following criterion.

Definition 16 (Soundness).An LPAD (' is soundiff all instances ofC' have an exact
well-founded model.

For such LPADs, the following semantics can now be defined.

Definition 17 (Instance based semanticgc). Let C' be a sound LPAD. For an inter-
pretation/, we denote byV (I) the set of allC-selectionsr for which wfm(C?) =
(I,I). Theinstance based semantigs: of C is the probability distribution on in-
terpretations, that assigns to eatthe probabilityP(W (1)) of this set of selections
wW(I).

It is straightforward to extend this definition to allow for exogenous predicates as
well. Indeed, in Section 2.2, we have already seen how to define the well-founded
semantics for rule sets with open predicates, and this is basically all that is needed.
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Concretely, given an interpretation for a set of exogenous predicates, we can define
the instance based semantic’s given X as the distribution that assigns, to each inter-
pretation/ of the endogenous predicates, the probability of the set of all seleetions
for which (1, I) is the well-founded models &f“ given X. Of course, this semantics
is only defined for LPADs that are sound ., meaning that the well-founded model
of eachC? given X is two-valued.

8.2 Equivalence to CP-logic

Every CP-theory is syntactically also an LPAD and vice versa. The key result of this
section is now that the instance based semanticgor LPADs coincides with the
CP-logic semantics¢ defined in Sections 3 and 5.

Theorem 9. Let C be a CP-theory that is valid itX. ThenC' is also an LPAD that is
sound inX and, moreovey = 3.

Proof. Proof of this theorem is given in Section A.2. O

We remark that it is not the case that every sound LPAD is also a valid CP-theory. In
other words, there are some sound LPADs that cannot be seen as a sensible description
of a set of causal probabilistic events.

Example 17. It is easy to see that the following CP-theory has no execution models.

(P:05)Vv(Q:0.5) — R.
R — —P.
R — Q.

However, each of its instances has an exact well-founded mode{.Hor- R; R «—

-P; R — —=Q} thisis{R, P} and for{Q «— R; R — —P; R — —Q} thisis{R, Q}.
Clearly, this CP-theory does not have execution models that satisfy the temporal pre-
cence assumption.

8.3 Discussion

The results of this section relate CP-logic to LPADs and, more generally speaking, to
the area of logic programming and its probabilistic extensions. As such, these results
help to position CP-logic among related work, such as Poole’s Independent Choice
Logic and McCain and Turner’s causal theories, which we will discuss in Section 9.1.
Moreover, they can also be seen as providing a valuable piece of knowledge represen-
tation methodology for these languages, as they clarify how causal information can be
modeled in these languages. To illustrate, we now discuss the relevance of our theorem
for some logic programming variants.
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Disjunctive logic programs. In probabilistic modeling, it is often useful to consider
the qualitative structure of a theory separately from its probabilistic parameters. Indeed,
for instance, in machine learning, the problems of structure learning and parameter
learning are two very different tasks. If we consider only the structure of a CP-theory,
then, syntactically speaking, we end up witldigjunctive logic programi.e., a set of
rules:

hiV -V h, — . (42)

We can also single out the qualitative information contained in the semantics

such a CP-theory. Indeed, as we have already seen, like any probability distribution
over interpretationsy induces a possible world semantics, consisting of those inter-
pretationsl for whichw«(I) > 0. Thus we can define:

I=Cif re(I) >0

Now, let us restrict our attention to only those CP-theories in which, for every CP-event
r, the sum of the probabilities; appearing imead(r) is preciselyl and, moreover,
every suchy,; > 0. This is without loss of generality, since every CP-theory can be
brought in this form by first addingt : 1 — ). ;) to all rules and then dropping

all tuples(h : 0). It is easy to see that the set of possible worlds is then independent
of the precise values of the;, i.e., the qualitative aspects of the semantics of such a
theory depend only on the qualitative aspects of its syntactical form. Stated differently,
for any pair of CP-theorie€’, C’ which differ only on then;’s, it holds that, for any
interpretation/, I = C'iff I = C".

From the point of view of disjunctive logic programming, this set of possible worlds
therefore offers an alternative semantics for such a program. Under this semantics, the
intuitive reading of a rule of form (42) is: causes a non-deterministic event, whose
effect is precisely one df,,..., h,.” Clearly, this is a different informal reading than
in the standard stable model semantics for disjunctive programs (Przymusinski 1991).
Indeed, under our reading, a rule corresponds to a causal event, whereas, under the
stable model reading, it is supposed to describe an aspect of the reasoning behaviour
of a rational agent. Consider, for instance, the disjunctive proggamg. p.}. To us,
this program describes a set of two non-deterministic events: One event causes either
p or ¢ and another event always cauged-ormally, this leads to two possible worlds,
namely {p} and{p,q}. Under the stable model semantics, however, this program
states that an agent believes eithesr ¢ and the agents believes In this case, he
has no reason to believeand the only stable model i}. So, clearly, the causal
view on disjunctive logic programming induced by CP-logic is fundamentally different
from the standard view and leads to a different semantics. Interestinglpotisgble
model semantic§Sakama and Inoue 1994) for disjunctive programs is quite similar to
the LPAD treatment. Indeed, it consists of the stable models of instances of a program.
Because, as shown in Section 8.2, the semantics of CP-logic considers the well-founded
models of instances, these two semantics are very closely related. Indeed, for a large
class of programs, including all stratified ones, they coincide completely.

Normal logic programs. Let us consider a logic prograi, consisting of a set of
rulesh «— ¢, with h a ground atom ang a formula. Syntactically, such a program
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is also a deterministic CP-theory. Its semantigsassigns a probability of 1 to a sin-

gle interpretation and O to all other interpretations. Moreover, the results from Section
8.2 tell us that the interpretation with probability 1 will be precisely the well-founded
model of P. As such, these results show that a logic program under the well-founded
semantics can be viewed as a description of deterministic causal information. Con-
cretely, we find that we can read a rule— ¢ as: “p causes a deterministic event,
whose effect ig.”

This observation makes explicit the connection between causal reasoning and logic
programming that has long been implicitly present in this field, as is witnessed, e.g.,
by the work on situation calculus in logic programming. As such, it enhances the
theoretical foundations behind the pragmatic use of logic programs to represent causal
events.

FO(ID). FO(ID) (also called ID-logic) (Denecker and Ternovska 2007) extends clas-
sical logic with inductive definitions. Similar to the way appear in mathematical texts,
an inductive definition is represented as a set of definitional rules, which are of the
form Vx p(t) < ¢, wherex is a tuple of variablesy is a first-order formula ang(t)

an atom. Such a definition defines all predicates in the head of the rules by simulta-
neous induction in terms of the other predicates, which are calledpbepredicates

of the definition. This syntax offers a uniform way of expressing the most important
forms of inductive definitions found in mathematics, including monotone, transfinite
and iterated inductive definitions, and inductive definitions over a well-founded order.
Formally, the semantics of such a definition is given by the well-founded semantics,
which has been shown to correctly formalize these forms of inductive definitions. To
be more concrete, an interpretatidéns a model of a definitiorD if it interprets the
defined predicates by the well-founded modelDoéxtending the restriction afto the

open symbols oD.

Our results show that finite propositional definitions in FO(ID) are, both syntacti-
cally and semantically, identical to deterministic CP-theories. We can therefore view
such a set of rules dwthan inductive definitioranda description of a causal process.
This relation between induction and causality may be remarkable, but it is not all that
surprising. In essence, an inductive definition defines a concept by describing how to
constructit. As such, an inductive definition also specifies a construction process, and
such processes are basically causal in nature. Or to put it another way, an inductive
definition is nothing more than a description of a causal process, that takes place not in
the real world, but in the domain of mathematical objects. This suggests that the ability
of mathematicians and formal scientists in general to understand inductive definitions
is rooted deeply in humacommon senseén particular our ability to understand and
reason about causation in the physical world.

9 Related work

In this section, we discuss some research that is related to our work on CP-logic.
Roughly speaking, we can divide this into two different categories, namely, the re-
lated work that focuses mainly on formalizing causality and that which focuses mainly
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on representing probabilistic knowledge.

9.1 Causal languages

Our work on CP-logic is primarily intended as a study of the dynamic nature of causal
information from a knowledge representation perspective. As such, it is closely related
to the work of Pearl. In Section 7, we have already compared CP-logic to Pearl’'s
formal tool of Bayesian networks and showed that it offers certain representational
advantages through its more flexible and fine-grained representation of causal events.
We have, however, not yet discussed the fact that the focus of our study is somewhat
different from Pearl’s. Indeed, his work focuses on the behaviour of causal models
in the presence dhterventionsi.e., outside manipulations that preempt the normal
behaviour of the system. This is a topic that is somewhat orthogonal to our work.
Indeed, while Pearl examines interventions in the formal context of structural models
(a generalization of Bayesian networks), it seems equally possible to do this in the
setting of CP-logic. In fact, this is actually a promising direction for future research.
Indeed, in CP-logic, one could consider interventions that preempt, add or replace just
a single CP-event. This allows more fine-grained manipulations of a causal model than
are possible using Bayesian networks or structural models.

Moreover, one of the interesting uses of interventions is the handling of counter-
factuals, which have been used by Halpern to define concepts such as “actual causes”
(Halpern and Pearl 2001a) and “explanations” (Halpern and Pearl 2001b). The explic-
itly dynamic processes of CP-logic offer an interesting setting in which to investigate
these concepts as well. Indeed, in any particular branch of an execution model of a
CP-theory, every true atomis caused by at least one CP-event whose precondition
o was satisfied at the time when this event happened. It now seems sensibleso call
an actual cause of. An interesting question is to what extent such a definition would
coincide with the notion of actual causation defined by Halpern.

Another attempt to formalize causal knowledge, which, like CP-logic, also has a
close relation to logic programming, are McCain and Turneaissal theoriegMcCain
and Turner 1996). A causal theory is a set of ryles= ), wherep andi are propo-
sitional formulas. The semantics of such a thebrig defined by a fixpoint criterion.
Concretely, an interpretatiohis a model ofl" if I is theuniqueclassical model of the
theoryT! that consists of alp, for which there is a rule> <= ¢ in T such thatl = 1.

In CP-logic, we assume that the domain is initially in a certain state, which then
changes through series of events. This naturally leads to the kind of constructive pro-
cesses that we have used to define the formal semantics of CP-logic. By contrast,
according to McCain and Turner’s fixpoint condition, a proposition can have any truth
value, as long as there exists some causal explanation for this truth value. This differ-
ence mainly manifests itself in two ways.

First, in CP-logic, every endogenous property has an initial truth value, which can
only change as the result of an event. As such, there is a fundamental asymmetry
between falsity and truth, since only one of them represents the “natural” state of the
property. For McCain & Turner, however, truth and falsity are completely symmetric
and both need to be causally explained. As such, if the theory is to have any models,
then, for every propositiofy, there must always be a cause for eitgeor Q.
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A second difference is that the constructive processes of CP-logic rule out any
unfounded causality, i.e., it cannot be the case that properties spontaneously cause
themselves. In McCain & Turner’s theories, this “spontaneous generation” of proper-
ties can occur. For instance, the CP-thepfy — @} has{} as its (unique) model,
whereas the causal theof§) < @} has{@} as its (unique) model. As such, the direct
representation of cyclic causal relations that is possible in CP-logic (e.g., Example 2)
cannot be done in causal theories; instead, one has to use an encoding similar to the
one needed in Bayesian networks (e.g., Figure 10). In practice, the main advantage
of McCain & Turner’s treatment of causal cycles seems to be that it offers a way of
introducing exogenous atoms into the language. Indeed, by includingtbath @
and—Q < —@Q, one can express th@tcan have any truth value, without this requiring
any further causal explanation. Of course, CP-logic has no need for such a mechanism,
since we make an explicit distinction between exogenous and endogenous predicates.
It is interesting to observe that, given the relation between logic programming and
causal theories proven in (McCain 1997), this difference actually corresponds to the
difference between the well-founded and completion semantics for logic programs.

9.2 Probabilistic languages

In this section, we compare CP-logic to a number of probabilistic logic programming
languages. Let us first and foremost point out that, in general, our main contribution to
this field does not consist of some original new formal language, but, rather, of a new
intuitive understanding of the “same old” mathematical objects. Indeed, whereas prob-
abilistic logic programming research typically takes some logic programming variant
as its starting point, we have begun from fundamental observations about the nature
of causality, without assuming araypriori relation to logic programs. Nevertheless,
our attempt to formalize intuitions about causal probabilistic events has lead to a for-
mal language that is remarkably close to probabilistic logic programming. On the one
hand, this demonstrates that probabilistic logic programming can be used to deal with
causality. On the other hand, it also allows such languages to be understood, motivated
and explained from the ground up, based only on the concept of causal probabilistic
events, without any reference to prior logic programming developments.

We will now discuss a number of probabilistic logic programming languages in
some more detail.

9.2.1 Independent Choice Logic

Independent Choice Logic (ICI(lPoole 1997) by Poole is a probabilistic extension of
abductive logic programming, that extends the earlier formalisRrababilistic Horn
Abduction(Poole 1993). An ICL theory consists of both a logical and a probabilistic
part. The logical part is an acyclic logic program. The probabilistic part consists of a
set of rules of the form (in CP-logic syntax):

(h1:a1) VeV (hy :ay)
such thaty ! , = 1. The atomsh; in such clauses are call@bducibles Each ab-

ducible may only appear once in the probabilistic part of an ICL program; in the logical
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part of the program, abducibles may only appear in the bodies of clauses.

Syntactically speaking, each ICL theory is also CP-theory. Moreover, the ICL se-
mantics of such a theory (as formulated in, e.g., (Poole 1997)) can easily be seen to
coincide with our instance based semantics for LPADs. As such, an ICL theory can be
seen as a CP-theory in which every CP-event is either deterministic or unconditional.

We can also translate certain LPADs to ICL in a straightforward way. Concretely,
this can be done for acyclic LPADs without exogenous predicates, for which the bodies
of all CP-events are conjunctions of literals. Such a CP-evefithe form:

(h1:a1) V-V (hyiap) — ¢
is then transformed into the set of rules:

hi < ¢ A Choice,(1).

hn — @ A Choice.(n).
(Choicer(1) : ay) V - -+ V (Choicer(n) = o).

The idea behind this transformation is that every selection of the original th@ory
corresponds to precisely one selection of the translatian More precisely, if we
denote byChoice Rule(r) the last CP-event in the above translation of a ryléen a
C'-selectiors corresponds to thé”-selectiorns’, for which for allr € C, o(r) = (h; :
a;) iff o/ (ChoiceRule(r)) = (Choice, (i) : ;). Itis quite obvious that this one-to-
one correspondence preserves both the probabilities of selections and the (restrictions
to the original alphabet of the) well-founded models of the instances of selections.
This suffices to show that the probability distribution defined’bgoincides with the
(restriction to the original alphabet of) the probability distribution defined’hy

So, our result on the equivalence between LPADs and CP-logic shows that the two
parts of an ICL theory can be understood as, respectively, a set of unconditional prob-
abilistic events and a set of deterministic causal events. In this sense, our work offers
a causal interpretation for ICL. It is, in this respect, somewhat related to the work of
Finzi et al. on causality in ICL. In (Finzi and Lukasiewicz 2003), these authors present
a mapping of ICL into Pearl’s structural models and use this to derive a concept of ac-
tual causation for this logic, based on the work by Halpern (Halpern and Pearl 2001a).
This approach is, however, somewhat opposite to ours. Indeed, we view the event-
based structure of CP-logic as a more fine-grained model of causality. Transforming
a CP-theory into a structural model actually loses information, in the sense that it is
not possible to recover the original structure of the theory. From the point-of-view of
CP-logic, the approach of Finzi et al. would therefore not make much sense, since it
would attempt to define the concept of actual causation in a more fine-grained model
of causal information by means of a transition to a coarser one.

9.2.2 P-log

P-log (Baral, Gelfond, and Rushton 2004) is an extension of the language of Answer
Set Prolog with new constructs for representing probabilistic information. It is a sorted
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logic, which allows for the definition oéttributes which map tuples (of particular
sorts) into a value (of a particular sort). Two kinds of probabilistic statements are
considered. The first are calleeindom selection ruleand are of the form:

[r] random(A(t) : {z : P(x)}) < .

Here,r is a name for the rule? is an unary boolean attributd, is an attribute witht

a vector of arguments of appropriate sorts, and a collection of so-called extended
literals’. The meaning of a statement of the above form is that, if the oolithe rule

is satisfied, the attributd(t) will take on a value from the intersection of its domain
with the set of all termg: for which P(z) holds. The choice of which value will be
assigned to this attribute is random and, by default, all possible values are considered
equally likely. Itis, however, possible to override such a default, using the second kind
of statements, callegrobabilistic atoms These are of the form:

prr(A(t) =y [c ) = o

Such a statement should be read asp Holds, then the probability of attributé(t)
taking on valuey due to the random selection process described byrrise.

The information expressed by a random selection rule and its associated probabilis-
tic atoms is somewhat similar to a CP-event, but stays closer to a Bayesian network
style representation. Indeed, it expresses that, under certain conditions, the value of a
certain attribute will be determined by some implicit random process, which produces
each of a number of possible outcomes with a certain probability. We see that, as in
Bayesian networks, there is no way of directly representing information about the ac-
tual events that might take place; instead, only information about the way in which they
eventually affect the value of some attribute (or random variable, in Bayesian network
terminology) can be incorporated. Therefore, representing the kind of phenomena dis-
cussed in Section 7—namely, cyclic causal relations and effects with a number of inde-
pendent possible causes—requires the same kind of encoding in P-log as in Bayesian
networks.

A second interesting difference is that@dom-statement of P-log represents an
experiment in which a value is selected frondymnamicset of alternatives, whereas,
in CP-logic the set of possible outcomes is specified statically. Consider, for instance,
a robot that leaves a room by selecting at random one of the doors that happens to be
open. In P-log, this can easily be written down as:

[r] random(Leave_through : {z : Open_door(x)}).

In CP-logic, such a concise representation is currently not possible.

Apart from probabilistic statements, a P-log program can also contain a set of reg-
ular Answer Set Prolog rules and a set of observations and actions. The difference
between observations and actions is the same as highlighted by (Pearl 2000), i.e., ob-
servations are supposed to have been generated by the causal processes described by
the theory, whereas actions explicitly interfere with the normal state of affairs and,

5An extended literal is either a classical literal or a classical literal preceded by the default negation
where a classical literal is either an atohit) = ¢o or the classical negationA(t) = ¢o thereof.
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therefore, cannot and should not be explained by the theory. As such, the scope of
P-log is significantly broader than that of CP-logic and it is clearly a more full-blown
knowledge representation language than CP-logic, which is only aimed at expressing a
specific kind of causal knowledge.

9.2.3 First-order Versions of Bayesian networks

In this section, we discuss two approaches that aim at lifting the propositional for-
malism of Bayesian networks to a first-order representation, naBeghgsian Logic
Programs (BLPs)Kersting and De Raedt 2000) afklational Bayesian Networks
(RBNs)(Jaeger 1997).

A Bayesian Logic Program or BLP consists of a set of definite clauses, using the
symbol ‘|” instead of “—", i.e., clauses of the form

P(to) | Bi(ty), ..., Bu(ty).

in which P and theB;’s are predicate symbols and thgs are tuples of terms. For
every predicate symbd?, there is a domaidom (P) of possible values. The meaning

of such a program is given by a Bayesian network, whose nodes consist of all the atoms
in the least Herbrand model of the program. The domain of a node for a ground atom
P(t) is dom(P). For every ground instantiatioR(ty) | Bi(t1),...,B,(tn) of a
clause in the program, the network contains an edge from Baah) to P(to), and

these are the only edges that exist.

To complete the definition of this Bayesian network, all the relevant conditional
probabilities also need to be defined. To this end, the user needs to specify, for each
clause in the program, a conditional probability table, which defines the conditional
probability of every value irlom(P), given an assignment of values to the atoms in
the body of the clause. Now, let us first assume that every ground atom in the Bayesian
network is an instantiation of the head of precisely one clause in the program. In this
case, the tables for the clauses suffice to determine the conditional probability tables
of the network, because every node can then simply take its probability table from
this unique clause. However, in general, there might be many such clauses. To also
handle this case, the user needs to specify, for each predicate syainbado-called
combination rulewhich is a function that produces a single probability from a multiset
of probabilities. The conditional probability table for a ground atBiit) can then be
constructed from the set of all clausessuch thatP(t) is an instantiation ofead(r),
by finding the appropriate entries in the tables for all such clauses then applying
the combination rule foP to the multiset of these values. According to the semantics
of Bayesian Logic Programs, this combination rule will always be applied, even when
there exists only a single such

This completes the definition of BLPs as given in, e.g., (Kersting and De Raedt
2000). More recently, a number of issues with this formalism have led to the devel-
opment of Logical Bayesian Networks (Fierens, Blockeel, Bruynooghe, and Ramon
2005). These issues have also prompted the addition of so-called “logical atoms” to
the original BLP language (Kersting and De Raedt 2007). Since this does not signifi-
cantly affect any of the comparisons made in this section, however, we will ignore this
extension.
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A Relational Bayesian Netwoildaeger 1997) is a Bayesian network in which the
nodes correspond to predicate symbols and the domain of a node for a prétjicate
consists of all possible interpretations of this predicate symbol in some fixed domain
D, i.e., all subsets oD™. The conditional probability distribution associated to such
a nodeP is specified by grobability formulaF,. For every tupled € D", F,(d)
defines the probability al belonging to the interpretation &f in terms of probabilities
of tuplesd’ belonging to the interpretation of a predicd®, where P’ is either a
parent of P in the graph or even, under certain conditioRstself. Such a probability
formula can contain a number of different operations on probabilities, including the
application of arbitrary combination rules. Such a Relation Bayesian Network can
also be compiled into a network that is similar to that generated by a BLP, i.e., one in
which the nodes correspond to domain atoms instead of predicate symbols. The main
advantage of such a compiled network is that it allows more efficient inference.

Again, the main difference between these two formalisms and CP-logic is that they
both stick to the Bayesian network style of modeling, in the sense that the actual pro-
cesses and events that determine the values of the random variables are entirely ab-
stracted away and only the resulting conditional probabilities are retained. However,
through the use of, respectively, combination rules and probability formulas, these can
be represented in a more structured manner than in a simple table. In this way, knowl-
edge about, for instance, the underlying causal events can be exploited to represent the
conditional probability distributions in a concise way. The most common example is
probably the use of theoisy-orto handle an effect which has a number of independent
possible causes. For instance, let us consider the Russian roulette problem of Exam-
ple 16. In a BLP, the relation between the guns firing and the player’s death could be
represented by the following clause:

Death | Fire(X).

Fire(z) =t | Fire(z) =1
Death =t 1/6 0
Death = f 5/6 1

Combination rule fotDeath : noisy-or

In Relational Bayesian Networks, this would be represented as follows:

Fpeatn, = noisy-oi({1/6 - Fire(z) | z})

(Bre)—(Dean)

As such, combination rules do allow some knowledge about the events underlying
the conditional probabilities to be incorporated into the model. However, this is of
course not the same as actually having a structured representation of the events them-
selves, as is offered by CP-logic. As a consequence of this, cyclic causal relations, such
as that of outPneumonia- Angina example, still need the same kind of encoding as
in a Bayesian network.

44



9.2.4 Other approaches

In this section, we give a quick overview of some other related languages. An im-
portant class of probabilistic logic programming formalisms are those following the
Knowledge Based Model Constructiapproach. Such formalisms allow the represen-
tation of an entire “class” of propositional models, from which, for a specific query,
an appropriate model can then be constructed “at run-time”. This approach was ini-
tiated by Breese (Breese 1992) and Bacchus (Bacchus 1993) and is followed by both
Bayesian Logic Programs and Relational Bayesian Networks. Other formalism in this
class areProbabilistic Knowledge Basesf Ngo and Haddawy (Ngo and Haddawy
1997) andProbabilistic Relational Modelsf Getoor et al. (Getoor, Friedman, Koller,
and Pfeffer 2001). From the point of view of comparison to CP-logic, both are very
similar to Bayesian Logic Programs (see, e.g., (Kersting and De Raedt 2001) for a
comparison).

The language used in tHerogramming in Statistical Modelingystem (PRISM)
(Sato and Kameya 1997) is very similar to Independent Choice Logic. Our comments
concerning the relation between CP-logic and Independent Choice Logic therefore
carry over to PRISM.

Like CP-logic,Many-Valued Disjunctive Logic Progranfsukasiewicz 2001) are
also related to disjunctive logic programming. However, in this language, probabilities
are associated with disjunctive clauses as a whole. In this way, uncertainty of the
implication itself—and not, as is the case with LPADs or CP-logic, of the disjuncts in
the head—is expressed.

All the works mentioned so far use point probabilities. There are however also
a number of formalisms using probability intervaRrobabilistic Logic Program®f
Ng and Subrahmanian (Ng and Subrahmanian 1992), their extenditybta Proba-
bilistic Programsof Dekhtyar and Subrahmanian (Dekhtyar and Subrahmanian 2000)
and Probabilistic Deductive Databasesf Lakshmanan and Sadri (Lakshmanan and
Sadri 1994). Contrary to our approach, programs in these formalisms do not define
a single probability distribution, but rather setof possible probability distributions,
which allows one to express a kind of “meta-uncertainty”, i.e., uncertainty about which
probability distribution is the “right” one. Moreover, the techniques used by these for-
malisms tend to have more in common with constraint logic programming than stan-
dard logic programming. The more recent formalism of CLP(BN) (Costa, Page, Qazi,
and Cussens 2003) belongs to this class.

We also want to mentioStochastic Logic Programsf Muggleton and Cussens
(Cussens 2000; Muggleton 2000), which is a probabilistic extension of Prolog. In
this formalism, probabilities are attached to the selection of clauses in Prolog’s SLD-
resolution algorithm, which basically results in a first-order version of stochastic con-
text free grammars. Because of this formalism’s strong ties to the procedural aspects
of Prolog, it appears to be quite different from CP-logic and indeed all of the other
formalisms mentioned here.

ProbLog(De Raedt, Kimmig, and Toivonen 2007) is a more recent probabilistic
extension of pure Prolog. Here, too, every clause is labeled with a probability. The
semantics of ProbLog is very similar to that of LPADs and, in fact, the semantics of a
groundProbLog program coincides completely with that of the corresponding LPAD.
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More precisely put, a ProbLog rule of the form:
a: heby,... by,

whereh and theb; are ground atoms is entirely equivalent to the LPAD rule:
(h:a)«—b1,... by

For non-ground programs, however, there is a difference. The semantics of an LPAD
first grounds the entire program and then probabilistically selects instantiations of the
rules of this ground program. In ProbLog, on the other hand, selections directly pick
out rules of the original program. This means that, for instance, the following ProbLog-
rule:

0.8: likes(X,Y) « likes(X, Z),likes(Z,Y),

specifies that, with probabilit§).8, thelikes-relation is entirely transitive, whereas the
corresponding LPAD-rule would mean that for ialtlividualsa, b andc, the fact that
likes b andb likes c causes: to like ¢ with probability 0.8.

10 Conclusions and future work

We have presented a probabilistic logic study of causality. Our study started from the
observation that causality has an inherent dynamic aspect, which leads naturally to
the notion of acausal probabilistic event descriptias a fundamental unit of causal
knowledge. We have formalized the semantics of such events in terms of constructive
probabilistic processes. We then obtained a theorem which, in our opinion, explains
why causality is so important in common sense reasoning: the possible outcomes of
these causal processes are independent of the order in which events happen. So, appar-
ently, causal statements contain “just enough” information to predict the outcome of
such processes.

This theorem holds universally for positive CP-theories, but to obtain it for CP-
theories with negation as well, we had to further constrain the class of causal processes
we consider by imposing themporal precedence assumptiavhich states, roughly
speaking, that an event can only happen after the part of the process that determines
whether its precondition holds is completely finished. As we have shown, this saves
our uniguess theorem, and does this in such a way that temporal theories are treated
correctly, i.e., we have proven that if a theory strictly respects some intended timing,
then it will have an execution model that follows this timing. This result is particularly
useful because it shows that—also in those domains where a naive atemporal encoding
would not give the right results—the user can always produce a correct theory by mak-
ing time explicit. This will also be appropriate if the causal processes are too complex
to be modeled without time (cf. Example 10) or if we care about the intermediate states
of the process. As we showed, whether to make time explicit is not an all-or-nothing
question, since a mixture is also possible, allowing, for instance, to represent a global
timed process that consists of a sequence of local “instantaneous” processes.

On a different level, this paper also contributes as a unifying semantic study of
existing probabilistic and non-probabilistics logics and formalisms. We showed how
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CP-logic refines causal bayesian networks and several logics based on them. We also
elaborated the links between CP-logic and existing logic programming extensions such
as ICL, PRISM and LPADs, thus showing that these logics can also be viewed as causal
probabilistic logics. For example, a theory in ICL can be understood as a combination
of deterministic causal events and unconditional probabilistic events. As for logic pro-
gramming itself, we showed that CP-logic induces a causal view on this formalism, in
which rules represent deterministic causal events. We also argued that this view basi-
cally coincides with the view of logic programs as inductive definitions. To be more
concrete, we have shown that a normal logic program under the well-founded seman-
tics can be understood as a set of deterministic causal statements and we have presented
an alternative semantics for disjunctive logic programs (similar to that of (Sakama and
Inoue 1994)) under which these can be interpreted as sets of non-deterministic causal
events.

The primary intention of the present study has been to investigate and formalize
the dynamic nature of causality. To simplify discussions, we kept the language of CP-
logic as simple as possible. As became apparent in the comparison with other logics,
e.g., P-log, CP-logic lacks expressivity in several respects to be truly useful for a broad
class of applications. To make CP-logic more suitable for practical purposes, it should
therefore be improved in a number of ways. We see the following opportunities for
future research.

Refinement of CP-logic. The current language of CP-logic is restricted in a number

of ways. First, it only allows a finite number of causal probabilistic events. Let us
consider, for instance, a die that is rolled as long as it takes to obtain a six. Here, there
is no upper bound on the number of throws that might be needed and, therefore, this
example can currently not be represented in CP-logic. Second, CP-logic is also limited
in its representation of the effects of an event. For instance, it is not possible to directly
represent events whose range of possible outcomes is not completely fixed beforehand.
Also, we currently do not allow different events to cancel out or reenforce each other’s
effects. Third, and somewhat related to the previous point, CP-logic currently can
only handle properties that are either fully present or fully absent. As such, it cannot
correctly represent causes which have only a contributory effect, e.g., turning on a tap
would not instantaneously cause a basin to be full, but only contribute a certain amount
per time unit.

Integration into a larger formalism.  To correctly formalize a domain in CP-logic, a

user must exactly know the causes and effects of all relevant events that might happen.
For real domains of any significant size, this is an unrealistic assumption. Indeed,
typically, one will only have such detailed knowledge about certain parts of a domain.
So, in order to still be able to use CP-logic in such a setting, it would have to be
integrated with other forms of knowledge. There are some obvious candidates for this:
statements about the probabilities of certain properties, statements about probabilistic
independencies (such as those in Bayesian networks), and constraints on the possible
states of the domain. Integrating these different forms of knowledge without losing
conceptual clarity is one of the main challenges for future work regarding CP-logic,
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and perhaps even for the area of uncertainty in artificial intelligence as a whole.

Inference. The most obvious inference task in the context of CP-logic is calculating
the probabilityr () of a formulap. A straightforward way of doing this would be

to exploit the relation between CP-logic and (probabilistic) logic programming, such
that we perform these computations by reusing existing algorithms (e.g., the inference
algorithm of Poole’s independent choice logic (Poole 1997)) in an appropriate way.
A more advanced technique, using binary decision diagrams, has recently been devel-
oped in (Riguzzi 2007). Another interesting inference task concerns the construction of
atheory in CP-logic. For probabilistic modeling languages in general, itis typically not
desirable that a user is forced to estimate or compute concrete probability values her-
self; instead, it should be possible to automatically derive these from a given data set.
For CP-logic, there already exist algorithms that are able to do this in certain restricted
cases (Riguzzi 2004; Blockeel and Meert 2007). It would be interesting to generalize
these, in order to make them generally applicable. Besides such learning of probabilis-
tic parameters, it is also possible to learn the structure of the theory itself. This too is
an important topic, because if we are able to construct the theory that best describes a
given data set, we are in effect finding out which causal mechanisms are most likely
present in this data. Such information can be relevant for many domains. For instance,
when bio-informatics attempts to distinguish active from non-active compounds, this
is exactly the kind of information that is needed.

A Proofs of the theorems

In this section, we present proofs of the theorems that were stated in the previous
section. To ease notation, we will assume that there are no exogenous predicates. This
can be done without loss of generality, since all our results can simply be relativized
with respect to some fixed interpretation for these predicates.

A.1 The semantics is well-defined

We start by proving that the semantics of CP-logic—and in particular, the partial inter-
pretationv,, the potential irs, used in the additional condition imposed by Definition 9
for handling negation—is indeed well-defined. Since we defineas the unique limit
of all terminal hypothetical derivation sequences othis requires us to show that all
such sequences indeed end up in the same limit (Theorem 4).

Let us consider a CP-theory and states in an execution model of’. We will
denote byR(s) the set of all CP-events € C' that have not yet happened sni.e.,
for which there is no ancestsf of s with £(s’) = r. Consider the collectio®; of
all partial interpretions such that for each atom p* = t iff p*(*) = t, and for each
ruler € R(s), if body(r)” # £, then for each atorp € heada.(r), p* # f. Stated
differently, » can be obtained fror(s) by turning false atoms of into unknown
atoms in such a way that if the body of some rule R(s) is unknown or true in,
then each of its head atoms is unknown or true as well.
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Proposition 1. Let (v;)o<i<n be a hypothetical derivation sequence in state
e For each0 < i < nand eachv € O; it holds thatr <, v;.

e The limity,, = v, is an element of);.

Proof. The first property can be proven by a straigthforward induction. Clearly, it
holds thatr <, vy = Z(s). Assumer <, v; for somei < n. The true atoms of
andv;,, are those ofZ(s), so they are the same. Therefore, it suffices to show that
every atonyp that is false irv is also false in/; 1, or, sincer andv;; have the same
true atoms, that every sughis not unknown inv; ;. Assume towards contradiction
thatp is false inv and unknown in; ;. By the induction hypothesig,is still false in
v;. Thereforep belongs to the head of some rulec R(s) such thabody(r)": # f.
Sincer <, v;, this would imply thabody(r)” # f, which, given that € Oy, leads to
the contradiction that” # f. Hencep is false inv; 4. It follows thaty <, v;4;.

As for the second property, it is clear thatcan be obtained fro(s) by turning
some false atoms into unknown atoms, and that there are no more ral&Xs) with
a non-false body and false atoms in the head wy.tHencey, € O,. O

We can now use this sél, to characterize the limit,, of any hypothetical deriva-
tion sequencéy; )o<i<n iN s.

Theorem 10. Let (v;)o<i<» be a hypothetical derivation sequencesiand letyv be
the least upperbound @b, w.r.t. the precision ordex. Theny,, = v.

Proof. It is obvious thatv itself also belongs t@,. Therefore, by the first bullet of
Proposition 1y <,, v,,. Because, by the second bullet of Proposition,lalso belongs
to O,, we have that >, v, as well. O

Since this theorem shows that all hypothetical derivation sequences converge to
the most precise element 6k;, it implies Theorem 4 and, therefore, our semantics is
indeed well defined.

A.2 CP-logic and LPADs are equivalent

Let C be an LPAD. Let us define partial C-selectionas a partial functiow from C
mapping rules: of a subsetiom (o) C C to pairs(p : «) € head*(r). The prob-
ability function of selections can be extended to partial selections by séting =
I1,cdom(sy o*(r). Define alsoS(o) as the set of’-selections that extend. The
following equation is obvious:

Plo)= ) P()

o’'eS(o)

We define arinstanceof o as any instanc€’ in whicho’ is aC-selection that extends
ag.

Let 7 be an execution model @f. Clearly, each nodein 7 determines a unique
partial C-selection, denotedl(s). Formally, if (s;)o<i<» IS the path from the root ts,
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then the domain of (s) is {€(s;) | 0 < i < n} and each rule = £(s;) in its domain
is mapped to the atom € head*(r) that was selected for;. ;. Moreover, we have

P(s)=Plo(s)) = Y  Po) (43)

o’eS(o(s))

With the path(s;)o<;<» from the root to some node we now also associate a
sequence of partial interpretatiofs; ) ?"{* defined as follows:

e Ky = 1, the partial interpretation mapping all atomsito
[ K2'£+1 = Vg, forall 0 S ) S n.

o Kyiio=vs[p:t], forall0 <i < n,wherepisthe head atom &f(s;) selected
to obtains; 1.

2n+1

Proposition 2. For eacho € o(s), (K;);%,

ce.
Proof. The proof is by induction on the lengthof the path from the root of to s.

We start by proving tha(tKj)f’;O is a well-founded induction of all instancés”
with ¢ € S(o(s)). If n = 0, thens is the root of the tree and(s) is the empty
partial selection. The sequenk)) is obviously a well-founded induction sequence
of any instanceC”. Forn > 0, the induction hypothesis states thaf;)5" ;" is a
well-founded induction sequence of all instari¢g, whereo belongs taS(o(s,—1))-
Letr be&(s,—1), the rule selected ig,,_1, and letKs,, = K, _1[p : t] wherep was
selected in the head ofto obtains. Hence pody(r) istrue inKs,,_1 = v,, _,. Clearly,
for eacho € S(o(s)), C” contains the rulg — body(r). Consequently, k)3 is a
well-founded induction of””.

Next, we prove tha(Kj)?Egl is a well-founded induction of alC’” with ¢ €
S(o(s)). Letus investigate the sét of all atomsg such thatis,, (¢) # Kon+1(q). We
will prove that all atoms ot/ are unknown ink,, and false iniKs,, .1 and that/ is an
unfounded set of?. It then will follow that(Kj)i’:‘zgl is a well-founded induction of
ce.

Let us first verify that all atoms iV are unknown ink5,, and false inKs, 1.

If n =0, thenKy = vy = K;, soU = {} and the statement trivially holds. Let
n > 0. Recall thatK5, is v, _,[p : t], wherep is the atom selected in the head of
E(sn—1) to obtains, and K, 11 = vs. Itis easy to see that the true atomsiof,, and
K, are identical to those true If(s). Hence K5, and K», 1 only differ on false
or unknown atoms. To show théat contains only atoms that are unknownfin,, and
false in Ko, 1, it therefore suffices to show that all atoms falsdsig, are also false
in Ko,,11. To prove this, it suffices to show thaf,,, € O,. Indeed, ifK5, € O,
Proposition 1 entails that; >, K», and hence, all atoms false I, are false in
Vg = K2n+1-

We observe that, sinae, _, belongs toO,,,_, (Proposition 1), all head atoms of
rulesr € R(s,—1) with a non-false body in/s _,, are true or unknown im,__,.

In particular,€(s,—1) € R(sn—1) and has a true body ins,_,, hencep is true or
unknown iny,, .. It follows that:

is a well-founded induction sequence of

Vs, 1 <p Vs, 4 [p : t] = Kop.
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It follows that any ruler € R(s) C R(s,—1) with a non-false body irks,, has a
non-false body inv,, _,; hence, all atoms in the head of suchregre true or unknown
in v, , and,a fortiori, in K5, = v,, ,[p : t]. Thus, we obtain thak’,,, € O;, as
desired.

So far, we have proven théf,, 1 = K2,[U : f] and that all elements ity are
unknown inKs,. It follows that K, <, Ks,11 and, more generally, that; <,
Kont1, forall j < 2n. All that remains to be shown is th&t is an unfounded set of
each instance af(s). Let C’ be such an instance and for any atgra U, letq <« ¢
be a rule ofC’. We need to show that is false inK5,, ;. The rule is obtained as an
instance of some rule € C with ¢ in its head. The rule is not one of the ruleg(s;)
with ¢ < n, since otherwize would be true inZ(s;) for all j > 4 and, in particular,
also inv,;, = Ks,11, which would contradict the fact that we have already shgwm
be false inKs,, 1. It follows thatr € R(s). SinceKs,+1 = vs € O, andgq is false in
Vs, body(r) = ¢ is false inKa, 1 1.

O

Proposition 3. For each leaf of an execution modér of C, Z(1) is the well-founded
model of each instana@? with o € S(o(1)).

Proof. Let! be a leaf and € S(o(1)). By Proposition 2(K;)"{" is a well-founded
induction of C?. Becauséd is a leaf, we have that for every rutec £(I), body(r) is
false inZ(1). ThereforeZ(l) € O, and Proposition 1 states that>, Z(I). However,
becausé (1) is two-valued, this implies that = Z;. Therefore K»,, .1 = v, is a total
interpretation. Because a well-founded induction with a total limit is termifd), is
the well-founded model of’“. O

This now allows us to prove the desired equivalence, which was previously stated
as Theorem 9.

Theorem 11. Let7 be an execution model of a CP-thedry For each interpretation
J!
pe(J) = (J).

Proof. Given an execution mod@l of a CP-theoryC', we associate to each nogef
T the setS(o(s)) of all thoseC-selectionss that extends (s). It is easy to see that,
with L the set of all leaves df, the class.S(o(l))|l € Lt} is a partition of the set
Sc of all selections. LeL 1 (.J) be the set of all leavesof 7 for whichZ(1) = J. By
Proposition 3, the well-founded model of a selectior S(o (1)) for a leafl is Z(1).
Therefore, for a given two-valued interpretatidnthe clasg S(c(1))|l € Ly (J)}isa
partition of the collectiorS(.J) of selectionsr such thatV FM(C?) = J. This now
allows us to derive the following equation:

pe(J) =3 pesn P(0) = Xier () 2oeswy L(0)
= ZzeLT(J) 40 (see equation (43))
=nr(J).

O
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For any execution modél” of C, this theorem now characterizes the probability
distribution7+ in a way that depends only afi and not on7 itself. It follows that,
indeed, for all execution models and7”’ of C, 7 = w7+, which means that we have
now also proven Theorem 6 (and, therefore, Theorem 2 as well).

A.3 Execution models that follow the timing

In this section, we will prove Theorem 7, which states that every stratified CP-theory
has an execution model which follows its stratification. Recall that a CP-theory is
stratified if it strictly reprects some timing (i.e., for all h € heada;(r) andb €
bodyh,(r), \(h) > A(b) and for allh € heada;(r) andb € body,,(r), A(h) > A(b)).
As we did in Definition 8 of Section 4, we will again introduce a event-timingf
A (i.e., k maps rules to time points in such a way thah) > x(r) > A(b) for all
h € head at(r) andb € bodya:(r)). Moreover, we assume thatis such that for all
b € body,,(r), k(r) > A(b). It can easily be seen that for any stratified theOryit is
always possible to find suchra

Our goal is now to show that, first, all weak execution models that follewatso
satisfy temporal precedence and, second, that such a process indeed exists.

Let us start by making some general observations about any weak execution model
7 that follows x. For any descendant of a nodes of 7, it is, by definition, the
case thak(&(s")) > x(£(s)). Because every eventcan only affect the truth value
of atoms with timing> «(r), it must be the case that, for each rutlevith timing
< K(E(s)), body(r)*®) = body(r)*"). Suppose now that for such arit would be
the case that € £(s) andZ(s) = body(r), i.e.,r is an events that could also have
happened irs. In this casepody(r) would remain satisfied in all descendantsspf
up to and including each leafthat might be reached. However, it is impossible that
r actually happens in some descenddrf s, since that would violate the constraint
thatx(E(s")) > k(£(s)). So, it would be the case thate £(1) andZ (1) = body(r),
which would contradict the fact thats a leaf. We conclude that such-anannot exist,
i.e., for eachs, it must be the case th&ts) is a rule with minimal timing among all
rulesr € £(s) for whichZ(s) |= body(r).

Let us now assume that we non-deterministically constuct a probablligiiocess
7T as follows:

e We start with only a root, with Z(s) = {};

e As long as one exists, we select a leaif our current tree, for which the set of
rulesr € &(s) such thatZ(s) = body(r) is non-empty. We then exteril by
executing one of the rules whose timing is minimal in this set.

As shown in the previous paragraph, all weak execution models that falloan
be constructed in this way. Conversely, each pro@esisat we can construct in this
way can easily be seen to also be a weak execution model. Moreover, it is again easy to
see that for all descendantsof s of such aZ” and each rule with timing < x(€(s)),
body(r)*®) = body(r)Z(s"). Therefore, as we go along any particular branc pthe
minimum timing of all rules with true body can only increase, which means that each
process constructed in the above way must followSo, this provides an alternative,
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constructive characterization of the set of all weak execution models that fellow
An immediate consequence is there exist such processes. Therefore, it now suffices to
show that all these processes also satisfy temporal precedence.

Proposition 4. Each weak execution modél that follows the timing: also satisfies
temporal precedence and is, therefore, an execution model.

Proof. We need to show that, for each nodef 7, v,(body(£(s)) = t. In gen-
eral, applying an event with timing ¢ during a hypothetical derivation sequence only
modifies atoms with timing> ¢, and hence, can only modify the truth value of bod-
ies of events with timing> i. Because, in the first step of a sequence constructing
vs, the only events that can be used are those £(s) for which Z(s) | body(r)
and we know that the time of(s) is minimal among these events, we conclude
thatZ(s) andv, coincide on all atom® with timing A(p) < i. Becausel' strictly
respects\, all atomsp € body,,(r) therefore have the same truth valueiin as

in Z(s). Moreover,Z(s) <; vs, SO, in particular, for all atomg € body},(r),
Z(s)(p) <: vs(p). By a well-known monotonicity property of three-valued logic,
t = body(r)**) <, body(r)":. Hence pody(r)"* is indeedt. O

This concludes our proof of Theorem 7. Since this theorem clearly generalizes
Theorem 3, we have now proven all theorems stated in this paper.
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